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Your Excellency, the Vice President;
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Rt. Hon. Speaker of Parliament;
Your Lordship, the Chief Justice;
Rt. Hon. Deputy Speaker of Parliament;
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister;
Your Lordship, the Deputy Chief Justice;
Hon. Ministers;
Hon. Members of Parliament;
Your Excellencies Ambassadors and High Commissioners;
All the Workers and Employers;
Ladies and Gentlemen.
I join the Workers of Uganda and the rest of the world to celebrate
International Labour Day. I congratulate all the Workers and
Employers for their contribution towards Uganda’s development,
especially after the disruptions caused by COVID-19.
This year’s celebrations are being held under the theme: “Mitigating
the impact of COVID-19: Enhancing Productive Employment for
Improved Livelihoods through the Parish Development Model.”
This theme highlights the key role of the Parish Development Model
in eliminating subsistence agriculture, which accounts for the
poverty in 39% of Uganda’s households. Subsistence agriculture is
unproductive because it holds people in working for the stomach
only- ekida kyonka.
The Parish Development Model is aimed at producing for the market.
It will enhance job creation, increase production, improve incomes
and speed the vision of transforming Uganda from a peasant to a
modern, industrial and prosperous society by 2040.
Government will support a SACCO in each of the 10,595 parishes in
Uganda with Uganda Shillings one hundred million, putting
emphasis on the rural areas engaged in agriculture. Members can
borrow from the parish SACCO to support their productive and
income-generating activities.
This will create a pool of funds near the households - at each parish
in Uganda. It will solve the problem of limited access to credit for the
households and increase production of agricultural commodities for
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the domestic and export market. With increased production,
Uganda’s exports will need access to bigger markets at the regional
and continental level. This is why economic integration of Africa’s
market of 1.2 billion is important. All barriers on the free movement
of goods and people must be removed.
The East African Community, which started with 3 countries
(Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania), has since been joined by Rwanda,
Burundi, South Sudan and most recently, the Democratic Republic
of Congo. The joining of DRC has increased the East African
Community Market from 177 million people to 270 million People.
It will further strengthen collaboration with our brothers and sisters
in Congo. The DRC is one of Uganda’s strategic trade partners.
Uganda earned close to US$418 million in trade with the DRC,
despite the poor road network and insecurity in Eastern Congo.
To increase the volume of trade between Uganda and the DRC, we
have embarked on the construction of the following regional
connectivity roads in DRC:
i)
Mpondwe and Beni (80km);
ii)

Bunagana to Goma (89km);

iii)

Beni to Butembo (54km).

The NRM Government has put in place the necessary economic and
social infrastructure to ensure labour productivity. The patriotic
fighters of the NRA have enabled Ugandans to enjoy unprecedented
peace, stability and security. The peace dividends can be seen in
every part of the Country as more Ugandans engage in various
economic activities without fear of loss of their lives, money and
property.
The quality of Uganda’s labour force has improved. The earlier
interventions in health and education have improved Uganda’s
human development indices. The mass immunization campaigns
against the killer diseases increased the life expectancy of Ugandans
from 47 years in 1986 to 64 years today. As a result of these robust
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measures, the last four (4) cases of Polio were reported in Uganda in
2010. It is only recently in June, 2021, that the alert scientists in
Uganda discovered the Polio virus in two samples collected from the
Bugolobi Sewage plant and Lubigi.
Despite the discovery of these traces of the polio virus in the samples
from Lubigi and Bugolobi, no case has been reported.
With the introduction of Universal Primary Education and Universal
Secondary Education, we have been able to increase access to
education. Therefore, Uganda has a healthy and educated manpower
to achieve and maintain its economic growth goals
The prioritization of public infrastructure projects has created a
favourable economic environment to attract investments by lowering
the costs of doing business. Since 2006, Government has prioritized
construction of roads and increasing electricity supply. Over the last
five years, Government has been spending about 17% of the budget
on infrastructure development. Most notably, Government upgraded
the following roads from murram to tarmac:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.
xiv.
xv.
xvi.
xvii.

Karuma-Olwiyo-Pakwach-Nebbi- Arua (214 km);
Vurra-Arua-Koboko-Oraba (92 km);
Gulu-Atiak-Nimule (105 km);
Soroti-Dokolo-Lira (124 km);
Kasangati–Zirobwe (34 km);
Kabale-Kisoro-Bunagana-Cyanika (100 km);
Fort-Portal-Bundibugyo-Lamia (105 km);
Kigumba–Masindi–Hoima–Kabwoya (135 km);
Kyenjojo–Kabwoya (103 km):
Nyakahita-Kazo-Kamwenge-Fort Portal (208 km);
Rwenkunyu–Apac-Lira-Acholibur;
Kampala – Entebbe Expressway/ Munyonyo (51km)
Mpigi-Kanoni-Sembabule-Villa Maria (175kms)
Mukono-Kyetume-Katosi/Nyenga (74km);
Olwiyo-Gulu (70.3km);
Acholibur-Kitgum-Musingo (87.4km);
Musita-Lumino/Busia-Majanji (104km);
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xviii.
xix.
xx.
xxi.
xxii.
xxiii.
xxiv.
xxv.
xxvi.
xxvii.
xxviii.
xxix.
xxx.
xxxi.
xxxii.

Bulima – Kabwoya (66 km);
Kyenjojo – Kabwoya (100 km);
Mubende – Kakumiro – Kagadi road (107km);
Masaka-Bukakata road (41km);
Rukungiri-Kihihi-Ishasha/Kanungu (78.5 km);
Bumbobi-Lwakhakha (44.5 km);
Soroti-Katakwi-Akisim (100Km);
Akisim-Moroto Road (50.3Km);
Luwero – Butalangu Road (29.6km);
Tirinyi-Pallisa-Kumi (67Km);
Pallisa-Kamonkoli (44Km);
Masindi Park Tangi -Para-Bulisa (159km);
Hoima-Butiaba-Wanseko (111km);
Bulamagi-Igayaza-Kakumiro (93km); and
Kigumba Bulima (69Km).

The improvement of the road infrastructure has opened up the
Country; thus, linking areas that were hard-to-reach to the domestic
and international market.
Electricity generation has increased ten-fold from 150MW in
FY1986/87 to 1,250MW in 2020. The generation capacity is expected
to increase from the current 1250MW to 2000MW by the end of this
year. To ensure power remains cheap, especially for industrial
consumers, electricity to Industrial Parks like Namanve must be
delivered direct without going through third parties. Third parties
increase the cost of power.
Therefore, the remaining task is utilizing the existing socio-economic
infrastructure to generate jobs and wealth for the households.
I call upon all Ugandans to embrace the Government initiatives
aimed at eradicating subsistence living in Uganda.
Finally, I congratulate all the workers and wish you peaceful
celebrations of the International Labour Day.
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I thank you.
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