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STATEMENT ON THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST 

DEFILEMENT, EARLY MARRIAGES AND FAILED 

PARENTHOOD 

  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

  

1.1 Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament, Cabinet in 

a meeting held on 22nd November, 2021 at State House Entebbe 

discussed and approved a Paper presented by the First Lady and 

Minister of Education and Sports on a National Campaign 

against defilement, early marriages, and failed parenthood.  

 

1.2 Since March 2020, studies show increased cases of domestic 

violence, defilement and teenage pregnancy in the Country. For 

instance, a study by United Nations Population Fund (2021), 

found that a total of 354,736 teenage pregnancies were 

registered in 2020 while 290,219 teenage pregnancies were 

registered from January to September 2021. This implies that on 

average over 32,000 teenage pregnancies are recorded per 

month.  The regions and districts most affected by teenage 

pregnancy are summarised in the table below: 
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Table 1: Teenage Pregnancies by Region and District  

SN Region District No. of Teenage Pregnancies 

1 Busoga  Kamuli 6,535 

Mayuge 6,205 

2 Buganda Mukono 5,535 

Wakiso 10,439 

Rakai 2,711 

Luwero 4,545 

Kampala 8,460 

3 Lango  Oyam 6,449 

Lira 4,697 

4 West Nile Arua 4,705 

Yumbe 3,973 

5 Rwenzori Kasese 7,319 

Kyenjojo 4,341 

 

Source: UNFPA Uganda Fact Sheet on Teenage Pregnancy, 

2021 Please note that the Regions which do not appear in this 

table were left out by the UNFPA. They may have only just 

slightly lower statistics, but teenage pregnancies are there, 

nonetheless. 
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1.3 Honorable members, I would like to inform this house about this 

National Campaign that will be launched on Friday 03rd 

December 2021 at Kololo Ceremonial Grounds. 

 

2.0 BACKGROUND  

2.1 Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament, you may 

be aware, that the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 

1995 under Article 31(1) provides for the Right to found a 

family and the duty of the parents to care for and bring up their 

children.   

 

2.2 The Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 1995 under 

Article 34 provides for the rights of children.  Under Article 

34 (1), “Subject to Laws enacted in their best interests, 

children shall have the right to know and be cared for by their 

parents or those entitled by law to bring them up. (2) Children 

are   entitled to basic education which shall be the 

responsibility of the State and the parents of the child.  (4) 

Children are entitled to be protected from social or economic 

exploitation and shall not be employed in or required to 

perform work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with 
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their education or to be harmful to their health or physical, 

mental, spiritual, moral or social development”. 

 

2.3 The Penal Code Act (Cap. 120) under Section 129 provides 

for defilement of persons less than 18 years of age. Sub-

Sections 1-7 provides for the various forms of defilement and 

the relevant sanctions upon conviction. For instance, Sub-

Section 1 states that “Any person, who performs a sexual act 

with another person who is below the age of 18 years, 

commits a felony known as defilement and is on conviction 

liable to life imprisonment”.  Sub-Section (2) states that “any 

person who attempts to perform a sexual act with another 

person who is below the age of 18 years commits an offence 

and is on conviction, liable to imprisonment not exceeding 

18 years”. Sub- Section (3) states that “any person who 

performs a sexual act with another person who is below the 

age of 18 years in any of the circumstances specified in 

subsection (4) commits a felony called aggravated 

defilement and is, on conviction by the High Court, liable to 

suffer death”. 
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2.4 The Children’s (Amendment) Act, 2016, Section 8A provides 

for the Prohibition of sexual exploitation of children. Under 

section (1); A person shall not engage a child in any work or 

trade that exposes the child to activities of sexual nature 

whether paid for or not while section (2) provides that; For 

avoidance of doubt, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

use— (a) inducement or coercion in the encouragement of 

a child to engage in any sexual activity; (b) children in 

prostitution or other unlawful sexual practices. Section 42A 

provides for protection of children from all forms of 

violence. Section 42 (1) provides that “every child has a right 

to be protected against all forms of violence including sexual 

abuse and exploitation, child sacrifice, child labour, child 

marriage, child trafficking among others”. 

 

2.5 Colleagues, you may be aware that the Education (Pre-

Primary, Primary and Post Primary) Act, 2008 under Section 

5(2) provides the responsibilities of parents and guardians in 

the education of their children. It states that; parents and 

guardians shall provide parental guidance and psychosocial 

welfare; promote moral, spiritual and cultural growth; and 

participate in the promotion of discipline of their children. 
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2.6 Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, with the above Laws in 

place, cabinet has taken a decision to invoke the relevant 

sections of the law to bring the culprits to book.   

 

2.7 You will recall that, in December, 2019, the World was 

affected by the COVID -19 Pandemic and accordingly, His 

Excellency, the President in March, 2020 announced a total 

lockdown which included the closure of all the Education 

Institutions.  

 

2.8 The prolonged closure of Education Institutions has exposed 

institutional failures (such as; weak enforcement of laws, 

negative social practices), failed parenthood and vulnerability 

of children especially girls. Consequently, we have witnessed 

unprecedented levels of; defilement, domestic violence, and 

sexual abuse which have resulted into increased teenage 

pregnancies and early marriages that have been widely 

reported in the print and Electronic Media. 
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3.0 OBJECTIVES OF THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN  

 

3.1 Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, in view of the above 

vices, Cabinet approved the National Campaign against 

defilement, early marriages, and failed parenthood with two 

specific objectives namely: 

 

(a) Undertake a structured social dialogue with key 

stakeholders to create awareness about these vices and 

agree on sustainable solutions; and 

 

(b) Direct the relevant Ministries, Departments and Agencies 

(MDAs), and all Local Governments (LGs) to take the 

necessary action to address the above vices in line with 

the Law. 

 

4.0 THE APPROACH TO THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 

 

4.1 Rt. Hon Speaker and Hon. Members, Cabinet approved a 

Whole-of-Government Approach that integrates the 

collaborative efforts of the various departments and agencies 

of government to achieve unity of effort towards a shared 
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goal. This means that the three arms of Government that is: 

the Executive, Judiciary and Parliament will be involved in 

the National Campaign. It is anticipated that this National 

Campaign will re-awaken the stakeholders to act responsibly, 

given the magnitude of the vices. 

 

4.2 Rt. Hon Speaker and Hon. Members, Her Excellency, the 

Vice President will lead the Executive arm of Government 

during the National Campaign. 

 

4.3 Rt. Hon Speaker and Hon. Members, the Legislature will be 

led by the Rt. Hon Speaker of Parliament and all the Hon. 

Members of Parliament will lead this National Campaign in 

their constituencies.  

 

4.4 Rt. Hon Speaker and Hon. Members, the development 

partners and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) will provide 

advocacy and support Government to implement this National 

Campaign. 
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     5.0  SCOPE OF THE CAMPAIGN 

 

The campaign will target every stakeholder including: MDAs; 

Parents / Guardians; Political Leaders; Religious Leaders; 

Cultural Leaders; Community Leaders; Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs); Academia; the Media; Children; and the 

general public.  

   

    6.0  TIMEFRAME FOR THE CAMPAIGN 

   

Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, the National Campaign 

will last for a period of twelve (12) months with effect from 

December 2021. 

     

7.0    ACTIVITIES DURING THE CAMPAIGN 

 

7.1 The national campaign will be championed by Her 

Excellency the Vice President, The Right Hon. Prime 

Minster and the First Lady and Minister of Education and 

Sports. 
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7.2 The activities to be carried out during the campaign include: 

 

(a) Sensitising the public about; the dangers of defilement, 

early marriages, Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

(STDs), HIV/AIDS, and teenage pregnancies. 

(b) Mobilise: Political Leaders at all levels; Civil Society 

Organisations (CSOs); Development Partners; the 

Private Sector; the Academia; and Community Leaders 

to participate and support the campaign goals. 

(c) Social dialogues with Religious Leaders, Cultural 

Leaders, political Leaders, Parents and Guardians on 

responsible parenting. 

(d) Media engagement campaigns both print and 

electronic. 

(e) Conducting research and generate reports on: 

defilement; early marriages; teenage pregnancies; 

STDs; HIV/AIDS; and girls’ education 

(f) Mobilising Ministries, Departments and Agencies to 

support the Campaign against Defilement, Early 

Marriages and Failed Parnthood. 
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(g) Dissemination of Policies and Implementation 

Standards and Guidelines against the above stated 

vices. 

 

8.0 EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

8.1 Increased awareness of the social, economic and healthy 

challenges associated with defilement, early marriages and 

teenage pregnancy. 

 

8.2 Prosecution of perpetrators of defilement and early marriages 

in accordance with the law. 

9.0 CONCLUSION  

The Right Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, permit me to lay this 

statement on the floor of Parliament for debate and appropriate 

action as Parliament may find appropriate. 

 

 

Maj (Rtd) Jessica Alupo R. E.  

VICE PRESIDENT 

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA 


