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SECURING YOUR FUTURE

Foreword

Shaping Uganda’s
Destiny is Our Collective Effort

P

resident Yoweri
Museveni 6th
inauguration as a
democratically elected
leader of Uganda
consolidates the NRM
revolution that captured
state power in January
1986. Over the last thirty
five years Uganda has
witnessed a tremendous
positive metamorphosis
from a failed state to a
vibrant one respected and
making its fair share of

contribution to the world.
As theme for this year’s
swearing-in, goes
“Securing Your Future,
together, we must make
sure that we always
remember to put our
country first before
anything else so that as
citizens we shape our
country’s destiny in the
most desirable direction
for inclusive growth,
prosperity, security,
enjoyment and harmony.

This can not only be done
by the elected leaders,
it cannot be done by the
president, but by every
able citizen young and old.
The rise from ashes to
a land of great promise
has been due to hard
and selfless sacrifices by
Ugandans and especially
the men and women in
our armed forces who
have returned peace,
security and stability that
enabled rehabilitation,
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recovery, development,
and now, the ongoing
drive to prosperity and
modernity. Uganda is
reaching an economic
take off stage.
But there still remains a
huge drawback because
many people are still
trapped in subsistence
mode of production
with no adequate or
sustainable incomes
for their immediate
families. It is, therefore
critical that leaders at all
levels both public and
private sector focus and
make uplifting these
Ugandans out of poverty
a priority by creatively
designing programs for
massive socio-economic
transformation.
Each swearing-in
ceremony marks the
beginning of a new
political phase, affirmation
of the trust Ugandans
place in President
Museveni and NRM
leadership, and tribute
to our collective efforts
to build a durable
democratic dispensation
and secure future on
which prosperity rests.
The impressive socioeconomic transformation
being witnessed continues
to awaken and trigger
Ugandans to meaningfully
participate in wealth and
2
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job-creation initiatives.
More Ugandans are
embracing the urgent
need to integrate into the
modern money economy
and making positive
transition from poor and
subsistence living to
prosperity and modernity.
Through combinations
of stability, discipline and
policy measures, Uganda’s
economy is on an upward
trend through a privatesector led development.
We must therefore
continue to nurture more
private sector initiatives
to consolidate and
expand the gains already
made while building the
resilience needed to
create goods, services,
and more opportunities
especially for the
rising young
population.
There
have been
improvements
in the health
sector by
emphasizing
immunization,
hygiene,
nutrition,
behavioral
change,
malaria control
and eliminate
more than
80% of the
sicknesses.
Sicknesses

like Hepatitis-B,
Hepatitis-E,
AIDS/HIV,
etc. are
preventable
by behavior
change,
immunization
or hygiene.
Health facilities
(both government
and private)
have increased
as follows; 181
hospitals in 2019
from 156 in 2015,
222 Health Centre IVs
in 2019 from 193 in 2015,

Renovated Kayunga Regional Referral Hospital

1,510 Health Centre IIIs in
2019 from 1,383 in 2015,
3,364 Health Centre IIs
in 2019 from 2,790, 1,578
private clinics and 90% in
metropolitan Kampala.
Under President
Museveni’s leadership,
Uganda has significantly
contributed to regional
peace, security and
stability. For instance,
Uganda supported
African National Congress
(ANC) of South Africa by
hosting its fighters and
training them for the

liberation of South Africa
from apartheid. Uganda
also contributed to the
restoration of peace in
Rwanda, resettlement of
her refugees and ending
the genocide. Today,
Uganda is safe haven to
1.4m refugees from across
the region and beyond
because it is a safe

country, unlike the days
when her own people
filled refugee camps in the
region. Uganda People’s
Defense Force has played
a vital and positive role
in Democratic Republic
of Congo, South Sudan,
Somalia, Sierra Leone,
Liberia and Central African
Republic.
During the 2016-2021
term, President Museveni
named “Kisanja Hakuna
Mchezo”, NRM has
honored most of its
pledges to Ugandans by
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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The New Jinja Nile Bridge

delivering on the flagship
projects like the Jinja
Bridge, Uganda Airlines,
and many roads among
others.
The continuous
revamping, and
construction of critical
infrastructure is
progressively reducing
investment, trade and
business bottlenecks in
Uganda which should
bolster attraction more
investments and tourism
4
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to increase GDP.
Good leadership of NRM
has delivered education
to secure the future
since education and a
healthy population is
key to generating wealth
and improving living
standards. NRM pioneered
the education for all
through the Universal
Primary Education (UPE)
and Universal Secondary
Education (USE) programs.
As a result, there has been

tremendous and steady
rise in school enrollment
at all levels of education.
Finally, Uganda is on the
right trajectory. Through
our collective effort,
the democracy rating
is rising and maturing
while people’s individual
freedoms are entrenched
and safe. Peace, security
and stability foundation
has been erected and on it
modernity and prosperity
rests.

Editor’s Note

C

ongratulations to
President Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni
Tibuhaburwa and the
NRM Party for the victory
in the January 2021
General Election! Today
marks the beginning
of a new term in office,
and a start of a new
mandate. Ugandans
have for the sixth term
trusted your able and
strategic leadership
to take Uganda to the
middle income status as
stipulated in the NRM
Manifesto 2021-2026.
This Magazine is dotted
with several accounts of
President Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni’s contribution

to the development
of Uganda and Africa
at large. He has been
described by several
writers as a fearless
man of vision, a strategic
leader, a tactical fighter, a
loving grandfather, a role
model to the continent
and many other things

The President
has indeed
been instrumental
in the peace and
stability of Uganda
and Africa as
elaborated herein.

as you will read. The
President has indeed
been instrumental in
the peace and stability
of Uganda and Africa as
elaborated herein.
The NRM Manifesto
2021-2026 explains the
five priority areas for
this coming term as;
creating jobs and wealth,
delivering education and
health, ensuring justice
and equity, protecting
life and property and
achieving economic and
political integration.
For the time the NRM has
been in power, the party
boasts of developing the
infrastructure connecting
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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Soroti Main Market

the country from border
to border, which has
eased internal and
border trade, connecting
power and water to
every town, getting rid
of sectarianism and
building a national army,
stabilizing the country
which has contributed
to economic growth,
developing the health
sector by building and
equipping more health
facilities and recruiting
more health workers,
improving education
through progressive
policies, increasing
production of major crops
(maize, cocoa, coffee, tea,
6
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cassava and fruits) and
championing equity and
justice for all Ugandans.
The NRM Government
has brought Uganda a
long way from where it
was in 1986 when they
took over leadership.
With the fundamentals
in place, Ugandans
are now looking to get
gainful employment,
improve their small
businesses, earn more
from agriculture, efficient
and affordable health
care, a reliable justice
system and affordable
and reliable ICT for their
businesses internally and

internationally.
As we walk out of here
today, we hope that
the next time we are
invited to a similar event
by whoever Ugandans
will have trusted with
the highest office of the
land, we shall be hailing
the current leaders
for delivering on their
promises and getting our
country at a competitive
level with the rest of the
world, economically,
socially and politically.
For God and My Country.
CAROLYNE MUYAMA
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Seeing Beyond Horizons: With Yoweri
Museveni We Have a Great Champion

O

n the 14th January
2021, Ugandans
went to the
polls to exercise the
right to democratically
elect leaders at both
the Presidential and
Parliamentary levels
of Governance. As the
case has been in the
past General Elections,
several Political Parties
and various groups
presented their agenda
promising to deliver
Uganda to the ‘promised
land’.
After careful evaluation of
these parties’ and groups’
proposals, majority of

Ugandans once again
chose to Secure their
Future by returning
H.E. Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni to the job of
President with 58.38% of
all the votes cast at the
Presidential level.
Article 103 (8) of the
1995 Constitution of the
Republic of Uganda as
amended provides that, a
person elected president
shall assume office within
twenty-four hours after
the expiration of the term
of the predecessor. Under
Section 58 (2) of the
Presidential Elections Act,
2005, it is a requirement
that, before assuming

the duties of the Office of
the President, a person
elected president shall
take and subscribe
the Oath of Allegiance
and the Presidential
Oath specified in the
Fourth Schedule of the
Republic of Uganda’s 1995
Constitution as amended.
As a standard practice,
these ceremonies invoke
a lot of national pride in
which the President-Elect
receives one by one the
Country’s Instruments of
Power, namely:
1. The Constitution
2. The National Flag
3. The Presidential
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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Standard Flag
4. The National Anthem
5. The National Coat of
Arms
6. The Public Seal
Today, 12th May 2021,
Uganda Swears-In the
President Elect Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni who
was successfully reelected into office
for another term. The
Independent Electoral
Commission declared
President Yoweri
Museveni as winner of
the January 14th 2021
Presidential Elections
with 58.38% defeating
the 10 other presidential
candidates that
participated in the race.
The Swearing-In
Ceremony is a ‘scientific’
one with 4,042 invited
guests strictly observing
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs).
The rest will follow the
proceedings on national
televisions and radio
stations. The theme
for the Swearing-In
Ceremony is, “Securing
Your Future.”
Office of the President
ensured that all invited
guests underwent COVID
19 tests before attending
this function to avoid
risking their lives.
The following categories
of people invited include:
8
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President Yoweri Museveni meeting Ntungamo NRM Youth
during the 2021 campaigns

1) 17 Delegates from
each District
2) All Members of
Parliament Elect
3) All former Presidential
Candidates who
participated in the
January 14th General
Elections.
4) All Ministers and
Ministers of State
5) All NRM Central
Executive Committee
Members
6) Members of the East
African Legislative
Assembly
7) A few people from the
Business Community
8) A few Religions leaders

conducted, i.e. 2001, 2006,
2011, 2016 and 2021.
The making of a propeople Constitution
in 1995 by the people
themselves, was a big and
strong block for building
and entrenchment of the
democratic system and
culture of having elected
leaders through regular
free and fair elections at
every level. Strengthening
the independence of the
judiciary is another firm
way of protecting human
dignity and sovereignty of
Ugandans.

9) A few Cultural leaders
10) Half list of the normal
VIPs
The President Elect
extended invitations to 42
Heads of State both from
Africa and the rest of the
world.
Since 1986, Uganda
has held several
elections, beginning
with indirect elections
of 1987, 1989, 1992 and
progressing steadily to
electing Presidential,
Parliamentary and Local
Government leaders
directly through universal
adult suffrage in 1996,
after the promulgation
of the 1995 pro-people
Constitution. Since then,
five elections have been

Ugandans are
hereby charged
with protecting and
defending the principle
of holding elections
regularly, promoting
the development of
multiparty dispensation
through principled
and sanitized political
engagement, continued
recourse to courts of law
in case of any serious
disagreements and/
or abuse of law. They
are charged with the
responsibility of upholding
the Constitution, the
cornerstone of securing
Uganda’s sustainable
development.
NRM has put the country
on the path of sustained
growth and socio-

economic transformation.
The preparations for
take-off have been driven
by deliberate and wellplanned efforts. NRM’s
goal is to transform
Uganda from a peasant to
a modern, industrial and
prosperous society by
2040.
Uganda’s economy in
1986 was a mere US$1.5
billion. Today it is UGX
64 trillion, which is about
US$ 24 billion. In terms
of size, the economy has
expanded 16 times in the
last 28 years.
Finally, Uganda is on the
right trajectory. Through
our collective effort,
the democracy rating is
rising and maturing while
people’s freedoms are
entrenched and safe.
Where we have fallen
short in the management
of our electoral process
as Government, we have
put in place remedies and
moving forward. Indeed,
no country under the
sun has achieved 100%
perfection of democracy.
It is always a learning
process which we shall
perfect as we learn from
our shortfalls.
For God and My Country.
Hon Esther Mbayo
Minister for Presidency
MP Luuka District
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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President Museveni’s Strategic Leadership
has Transformed Uganda and the Region
By Hajj Yunusu Kakande
Today, I congratulate
His Excellence Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni for the
deserving victory in this
year’s General Election
in which he beat the
other 10 candidates
with 58.64% of the vote.
As their constitutional
and democratic right,
Ugandans hold a General
Election after every 5
years in which they elect
their representatives.
The participation and
composition of the
candidates shows the
maturity of Ugandans
democracy which gives
10
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every qualified Uganda a
chance to run for an office
of their choice regardless
of their gender, religion,
tribe or social status.
Considering the Uganda
the NRM Government
inherited in 1986, which
was divided along
religious and tribal
lines and given the
inequality in development
and social status of
different communities
then, it is befitting to
credit President Yoweri
Museveni for his visionary
leadership that has
united the country and
led to enormous social

economic transformation.
Previously, political
parties were formed on
religious basis and jobs
were given on tribal
grounds. This saw certain
tribes marginalized as
others thrived on national
resources a fact that
caused a serious rift
among tribes. The NRM
has created a national
army and put in place a
law against sectarianism
and emphasizes the need
for national unity.
President Yoweri
Museveni is indeed
a man of resolve as
demonstrated in his

shops were run down and
there was a shortage of
goods and services which
led to high inflation. When
Obote took over, nothing
significant was done
to revive the economy.
Inflation was at 240%
and GDP growth was at
a mere 0.3%. Through
the NRM’s progressive
policies and strategic
leadership, the economy
has expanded nearly
nine times from UGX 14.4
trillion in 1986 to UGX
128.5 trillion now. The
number of factories has
increased from 80 in 1986
to 4,920 in 2020.

military actions to secure
Uganda and the region
and his dedication to
a united Africa. His
guerilla tactics were
demonstrated when he
led his colleagues into the
bush to secure Uganda
from bad leadership, a
mission they executed
successfully as in 1986

they took over the
leadership of the country.
In the same spirit the
UPDF decisively dealt
with LRA rebels sending
Joseph Kony and his
group out of Uganda
and pursuing him in the
Garamba forests. Uganda
has since enjoyed
total peace, a factor
that has contributed
significantly to the growth
and expansion of the
economy.
Before the NRM, Uganda
had suffered years
of instability and bad
policies causing the
collapse of the economy.
After Amin’s expulsion
of Indians, factories and

President Museveni’s
resolve to develop the
country’s infrastructure
amidst local and
international criticism
shows his determination,
panoramic view and
strategic leadership.
Some sections of the
international community
urged that there was
no need for Uganda to
construct more dams.
Some local opposition
leaders castigated the
president for prioritizing
roads and dams
suggesting that the
money should instead go
into increasing salaries
of teachers and health
workers. Yet Uganda
had very few roads full
of potholes, inadequate
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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power and expensive
and unreliable telephone
services. The President
stood his ground
and today Uganda is
connected border to
border by road – a total
of 159,366km compared
to 1,000km paved road in
1986. Generated power
was at 60MW in 1986
compared to today’s
1,868MW. All these have
contributed to economic
development.
On several international
fora we have seen him
fervently fighting for
Africa’s political and
economic place before
global giants. He is
considered as a model
in Africa only compared
to Nelson Mandela,
Robert Mugabe and
Colonel Muammar
Gadaffi all deceased,
who all bravely stood
against the oppression
of Africans. He has
contributed to regional
stability, peace and
security. Uganda’s role in
restoration of peace in
Somalia cannot be down
played. Uganda has been
instrumental in settling
conflicts in Rwanda,
South Sudan, Burundi,
Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Central African Republic
and DRC. President
Museveni hosted and
trained ANC fighters for
the liberation of South
12

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

Africa against apartheid.
As a student of political
science and an ardent
reader, the president
is an intellectual man
with good knowledge of
African challenges which
he believes can only be
solved by Africans.
In the health sector
internationally President
Yoweri Museveni has
been hailed for his
successful campaign
against HIV/AIDS
receiving The African
Leadership Magazine
Award for this effort.
Uganda is also credited
for successfully dealing
with Ebola and currently,
Uganda’s response to
COVID-19 is rated among
the best in the world.

diseases, infant mortality
rate has gone down to
43 per 1000, maternal
mortality ratio is 336
per 100,000 and life
expectancy has increased
to 63.3 years from 48
years in 1986. In 1986,
there were 49 hospitals
and we now we have 5
national referral hospitals,
14 regional referral
hospitals, 137 general
hospitals, 226 health
centre IVs, 1,755 health
centre IIIs, 3,178 health
centre IIs and 1,601 clinics.
We also have specialized
hospitals for women,
a surgery hospital for
children, a heart institute
and a cancer institute.
The president has

Locally, over 90% of
children in Uganda are
vaccinated against 13

We now we have
05 		 National Referral Hospitals,
14 		 Regional Referral Hospitals,
137 		 General Hospitals,
226 		 Health Centre IVs,
1,755 		 Health Centre IIIs,
3,178 		 Health Centre IIs
1,601 		 Clinics

Zuo Industries centre - Namanve Industrial Park - Commissioning Ceremony - July 2020

been preaching the
gospel of improving
household incomes
and food security
through the 4 acre
system of land utilization
that encourages
production for both
home consumption
and market. Emphasis
has also been put on
value addition through
agro based factories in
different production areas,
mechanized farming, and
distribution of tractors,
solar water pumping
systems, post harvest
handling and storage,
reviving of cooperatives.
Government through
NAADS and
Operation
Wealth
Creation has
realized an

increase in production of
coffee, cocoa, maize, tea,
fruits and livestock.
There is effort to uplift
marginalized social
groups by ensuring
they are represented at
all centres of decision
making. These groups
are women, youth, the
elderly and people with
disabilities. The youth
have received UGX
160.2b under the Youth
Livelihood Program, the
women have received
UGX 106b to assist in
their small businesses,
Government has rolled
out Social Assistance
Grant for
the Elderly
(SAGE)
to assist
the elderly,
all these

groups will benefit from
the Emyooga Programme
that will support SACCOs
at parish level.
The visionary leadership
of President Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni has
seen him elected into
office five times, all the
five times meeting the
social contract of the
people of Uganda. This
term under the theme,
‘Securing Your Future,’ the
NRM will concentrate on
creating jobs and wealth,
delivering education and
health, ensuring justice
and equity, protecting
life and property and
enhancing political and
economic integration.
The Writer is the
Secretary
Office of the President
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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President Museveni casting his vote during the 2021 General Elections

Uganda’s Election, Democracy and
Development is Work in Progress
By Ofwono Opondo
Most countries including
Uganda among the
developing world today
are formal democracies
but there is massive
pressure on them to
perform at the same
levels of nations that are
centuries old, socially
and economically more
developed, which
many find unfair. Both
local and foreign critics
especially those of
bad intent claim that
Uganda under President
Yoweri Museveni has
taken so long to perfect
14
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and consolidate its
democratic credentials
among them free, fair and
credible elections, human
rights, rule of law, and
good governance.
Democracy is a process
through which leaders are
elected, held accountable
and decisions are
made on the basis of
a competitive struggle
for the people’s vote.
There are also sets of
civil liberties and other
provisions put in place
to guarantee that the
electoral process is
inclusive, free and fair. It is

necessary to underscore
that imperfect as they
might be, Uganda as an
emerging democracy
among others is here to
stay, and engaging with
it more constructively
should be the new
frontier.
Looking at the older
nations, the process
of consolidating
democracies is messy,
complex, and uncertain,
and no miracles should
be expected overnight,
but rather there is need
to provide support
more effectively than is

currently being done.
There has been too
much insistence in the
procedural matter of
free and fair elections
presented as the panacea
to democracy and good
governance which
overlooks many more
fundamental issues.
There must be
recognition that elections
alone are not enough
to address the deeper
political and social
problems that beset an
emerging democracy
and poor country like
Uganda. In particular,
the inability of many of
these new democracies
to meet the demands
and basic needs of their
populations, like food,
health, literacy, and the
promotion of economic
development, should
lead to critical questions
about their nature,
quality, efficiency and
sustainability over time.
Illiterate, poor and
marginalized citizenry
like most rural Ugandans
are more susceptible to
manipulation, intimidation
and exclusion by the
rich and powerful. It
is distressing seeing
voters who cannot even
identify their own names
or photographs on the
voters’ register being
compromised by petty

It is distressing
seeing voters who
cannot even identify
their own names or
photographs on the
voters’ register being
compromised by petty
goodies like salt, soap,
small pennies or waragi

goodies like salt, soap,
small pennies or waragi.
Democratic consolidation
is elusive because it
requires the evolution of
a political culture where
all the main political
players accept it as the
most practical game
in town. The building
and strengthening of
a democratic culture
where everyone agrees
to play by pre-established
democratic rules and
losers accept the results
takes a long time.
Effective national
democratic engagement
requires flexible and
adaptable approaches
that are grounded in
contextual realities. What
is needed are strategic
patience and a pragmatic,
incremental perspective
to institutional reforms
that are tolerant of
risks and setbacks. The
core should rest on key
institutional features of
a democratic system

like its accountability
mechanisms of checks
and balances to ensure
that decisions are made
transparently and leaders
don’t abuse public
resources and power with
impunity.
Through elections and
other processes, the NRM
has built a predictable,
transparent, periodic
and reliable system
to reward or punish
leaders in terms of rules,
which underpin much
of the good governance
agenda. While there are
considerable advantages
to an open, democratic,
and participatory process
to policy-making, it
shouldn’t be assumed
that democracy will
automatically lead to
policies that favour broadbased development
that benefit the majority
especially the poor.
Democratic decisionmaking processes
don’t necessarily
result in policies that
are conducive to
development and
inclusion.
The growth of the middle
class helps to generate
values and organisations
that are more diverse,
tolerant, moderate and
universal, and promotes
horizontal linkages that
transcend hierarchical
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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bonds that are based
on more particularistic
and narrow identities.
With rising education
and incomes, as well
as growing access
to communications
technology, information
and ideas, the middle
classes in Uganda
are also becoming
better organised, more
assertive, demand greater
accountability from their
representatives and the
political system. The
current high level of
discussion on corruption,
inefficiency and
exclusionary politics are
compelling evidence that
Uganda’s democracy is
indeed getting better.
In addition, economic
development is fostering
the growth of civil
society by generating
material opportunities to
create and participate in
voluntary organisations.
However, the progressive
role of the middle class
should not be taken for
granted because the
current transactional
electioneering politics
shows that much
depends on the strategic
alliances between
different classes and
their relative balance of
power. Nevertheless, it
is becoming clearer that
Uganda’s democracy
including elections is here
16
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to stay although we must
pay adequate attention to
areas of vulnerabilities.

and very little concern for
the public good.

In truth though, too
much is expected of our
incipient democracy
and its institutions,
perhaps, so much too
soon. The strengthening
of a culture where
democracy is valued as
a process, and not on
the basis of expected
material benefits, is
bound to take time. These
incipient institutions
are characterised by a
combination of features
that work against that,
including among others
our history of prolonged
political instability and
violent conflict.

The evolution of a
set of values that can
give real substance to
democratic procedures
and institutions depends
on other processes
of change, including
a degree of socioeconomic maturity.
In essence, Uganda
like many emerging
democracies is not only
trying to democratize,
but also undertake socioeconomic transformation
with so little resources
and skills available, which
has often not worked in
harmony, but sometimes
even pull in opposite
directions.

Many of these conflicts
are linked to actual or
perceived horizontal
inequalities, weak social
cohesion and little sense
of a collective national
vision which led to
contested and unresolved
political settlements
and disagreements over
underlying rules of the
game. Furthermore, a
state-society relations
that are grounded on
clientelism rather than
citizenship of rights and
obligations, a politicized
security and civil service,
and competition for
power driven by shortterm personal interests

In addition, as our
current politics illustrate,
electoral competition can
generate incentives that
foment fragmentation
and undermine coherent
policy-making based
on long-term priorities.
Above all, elections,
democracy and
development need
to be underpinned by
a functioning state.
However, many incipient
democracies are affected
by a fundamental lack
of state effectiveness,
which Uganda has been
gradually building to
deliver free, fair and
credible elections.

Ugandans Rejected Sectarianism
in the 2021 General Elections
By Henry Mayega
Uganda’s colonial masters,
the British, had by 1962
egoistically promoted
both tribal and religious
sectarianism to a point
of absurdity. They, for
instance, favoured
particular tribes to
dominate the security
forces; they shamelessly
reserved the army and
police for particularly
the north and north east
on the one hand and on
the other clerical jobs for
central Uganda. Captain
F. D. Lugard, the king pin
of it all, who arrived in

the country at the turn
of the 18th century, in
his meddlesome stance,
played off one religion
against the other thereby
inadvertently promoting
religious bigotry; his
intrusive nature led to the
religious wars of the 1890s
that planted the seed of
subsequent insecurities
that engulfed the country
for far long.
The British meticulously
preferred tall people
and measured both the
height and chest widths
of potential candidates
before recruitment into

security institutions, a
measure that excluded
other regions from the
forces since they didn’t
have those body features.
That balkanization of the
country bred animosity
amongst the country’s
tribes, religions and
regions; ideally the
country reeled for long
from those pejorative and
libellous policies of the
British colonialists and to
some extent, their subimperialists.
The 1966 crisis can be
partly blamed on those
very policies because
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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on the one hand, the
promotion of religious
sectarianism bred intraBuganda animosity
stances and on the other,
it led to the ganging up,
the truth should be told
plainly, of the rest of the
regions of the country
against Buganda which
had been accorded a
special status at the time
of independence. It was a
state within a state which
was described by the rest
of Uganda as favouritism.
Relatedly, the other
burning issue at the
time was the creation of
religious based political
parties; the Uganda
People’s Congress and
the Democratic Party
were seen as protestant
and catholic based
respectively! As if to
add salt to a wound,
a section of Baganda
formed the Kabaka
Yeka (KY) party in the
1960s solely to advance
Buganda’s interests and
it later morphed into the
Conservative Party. Both
had not even a particle of
national appeal.
The political fall-out and
altercation that ensued
from those misdemeanor
maneuvers later birthed
the coup of 1971 led by
Idi Amin, Uganda’s most
diabolic dictator. That
paralyzing polarization
pushed the country
18
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Religious Leaders from Sironko meeting the President during
the 2021 campaigns

further into a crescendo
of chaos typified by
murders, disappearances,
despoliations and the
worst economic collapse
of Uganda’s economy.
By April 1979, when
the Tanzanian forces

Point three of
the ten points
programme of
the NRM, stresses
the consolidation of
national unity plus
eliminating all forms of
sectarianism.

supported Ugandan exiles
to topple Idi Amin’s military
junta, the country had
utterly become a pariah
state. The period between
1980 –1985 was not used
to assuage the situation
either; political bickering
continued unabated
amongst the old guard
thus aggravating the
already existing instability.
The renaissance of
Uganda began in 1986
when the country’s
gallant sons and
daughters led by Yoweri
Museveni overthrew the

broad-based government
plus the implementation
of the decentralization
policy cemented the
process of national
integration by cooling
political tempers that
had risen to fever point
by 1986. Ugandans for
the very first time in postindependence history
began to appreciate
nationhood based on the
realization that yes, we are
one, the challenges not
notwithstanding.

old order punctuated
with tribal armies and
religious-based parties
replacing that with a new
one that emphasized
national integration,
professionalizing of
security institutions
after repudiating and
disbanding the colonial
benefactor, the Uganda
army. This epochal
period has seen the
old independence and
religious-based parties
fizzle out gradually ending
up as caricatures of their
old selves and permitting
the emergence of truly
national parties like the

National Resistance
Movement. The later has
not allowed itself to be
consumed by religiosity
and tribalism. Point
three of the ten points
programme of the NRM,
stresses the consolidation
of national unity plus
eliminating all forms of
sectarianism.
In consonance with this,
the Yoweri Museveni
administration went
further in its early days to
enact the anti-sectarian
law that outlawed
sectarianism in all its
forms. That in combination
with the formation of the

There have been attempts
by some myopic and
religious/tribally bigoted
clerics who, most
especially in the recently
concluded general
elections, urged voters
from the central region
to vote for the “ripened
coffee been,” a pathetic
reference to Bobi Wine’s
NUP, initially procured
from Moses Kibalama and
which later pilfered the
red colour from the docile
UPC. Fortunately, Ugandan
out rightly rejected that
vituperative indiscretion
by voting the Yoweri
Museveni administration
back into power because
of its tested performance
in terms of curing
the country’s political
problems for once.
The writer is the
Deputy Head of Mission
Uganda Embassy
Abu Dhabi, UAE
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Journalists covering an Event

Fake News, Riots
and Deception - Still, NRM Won
By Dennis Katungi

The National Resistance
Movement won the
hotly contested general
elections on 14 January
2021. This was the fourth
electoral victory in a row.
While most Ugandans
20

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

of all hue accepted the
results, elements in
opposition together with
their foreign backers
sought to damp-down the
victory, alleging electoral
fraud. They petitioned
the Supreme Court over
the results but quickly
withdrew on sensing
defeat.
All sorts of underhand
methods were used to
subvert the will of the
people - before, during
and after the elections.
PR mercenaries led by a
well known European/
Canadian hit-man

Robert Amsterdam were
commissioned for the
task. Amsterdam & Co
unleashed social media
rabid hounds such as
Pengpeng, Lumbuye,
Moses Walugembe,
Hillary Taylor, Patricia
Sewungu, Projourn
and many others. They
wrecked havoc, using all
sorts of dirty tactics. Their
main purpose was to
make President Museveni
and the NRM – look ugly
to the voters hence; deny
them electoral victory
at the polls. President
Museveni refers to this as

(Kukyayisa). They did all
that was possible to make
Ugandans hate the NRM
and its leader. Fortunately,
they fell flat.

they had an impact.

Recently in Uganda,
we had a national daily
newspaper reporting that
the President and his inner
People may
circle had taken COVID
underestimate the
19 vaccinations well in
negative effects of fake
advance of all Ugandans.
news and all that goes
They even named the
with it. It is certainly
Chinese vaccine sinovac.
detrimental to good
This was fake news again.
governance and the rule
Our task has been to
of law. Lies however,
consistently rebut these
never win in the end. They
lies and put forward actual
certainly dent reputations
and factual information.
and harm
Although it
a country
is a tall order,
People may
profile while
we remain at
underestimate
they are being
it.
the negative
propagated.
effects of fake
But let’s take
They have
news and all
a quick look
a negative
that goes with
at Uganda’s
impact on
it. It is certainly
recent past.
tourism
detrimental to
President
as well as
good governance
Museveni and
direct foreign
and the rule of law
the NRM have
investment.
solved some
Media scholar
of Uganda’s
Nolan Higdon
intractable problems with
defined fake news as
limited assistance from
‘false or misleading
foreigners. So, the focus
content presented as
on external support to
news and communicated
gain the people’s support
in formats spanning in Uganda by National
spoken, written, printed,
Unity Platform (NUP)
electronic and digital
was clearly misplaced
communication.
showing a warped
The advent is now a world
analysis of Uganda’
phenomenon. In the US
politics by the opposition.
election cycles, headlines
President Museveni
such as: {Pope Francis
together with others
shocks world, endorses
formed Fronasa to fight
Donald Trump for
Idi Amin. These Ugandan
President} or {Wiki leaks
fighting groups including
confirms Hilary Clinton
Kikosi-malum were
sold weapons to ISIS}
assisted by the Tanzania
were all fake news, but

People’s Defence Forces
(TPDF) to oust the
dictator in 1979. The late
President Julius Nyerere
was among the vanguard
pan-Africanists who
saw the problems of a
neighbor as the problem
of Africa and lent a hand.
In the same spirit, he and
others including President
Museveni helped in the
fight against apartheid
in South Africa. Uganda,
under the leadership
of President Museveni
offered training facilities at
Kaweweta to the African
National Congress (ANC)
to complete the liberation
of South Africa.
Since 1986 under
NRM’S leadership,
Uganda has held several
elections, beginning
with indirect elections
of 1987, 1989, 1992 and
progressing steadily to
electing Presidential,
Parliamentary and Local
Government leaders
directly through universal
adult suffrage in 1996,
after the promulgation
of the 1995 pro-people
Constitution. Since then,
five such elections have
been conducted, i.e. 2001,
2006, 2011, 2016 and 2021.
Before 2006, elections
were held on a noparty-system namely
the Movement system.
From 2006, they were
conducted under a
multiparty dispensation
after Ugandans through
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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a referendum, decided
to change the system.
Regardless of the political
system, candidates are
required to state their
vision for Uganda and the
strategies they would use
to achieve that vision in
the form of manifestos.
The impressive attempt
at socio-economic
transformation under
NRM has awakened
Ugandans to
meaningfully participate
in wealth and job-creation
initiatives. More Ugandans
are embracing the urgent
need to integrate into the
modern money economy.
They are making a
positive transition from
subsistence living to
commercial agriculture.
The 2021-2026 NRM
Manifesto that delivered
the victory highlighted
five critical areas to be
focused on in this new
term which are, to create
jobs and wealth, to deliver
education, health and
water, to ensure justice
and equity, to protect
life and property and to
achieve economic and
political integration. There
is no doubt that Ugandans
opted to back NRM to a
clear and unmistakable
victory because they
believe and trust it.
The transformation of our
national army the UPDF
is unarguably one of the
strongest blocks used
22

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

to build a foundation
for securing Uganda.
The whole country is
now peaceful and her
borders secure. Capacity
has been built for our
national security organs
to protect and defend the
sovereignty of our nation,
her people and their
property.
The UPDF has been
engaged in peace
keeping missions to
restore sanity and stability
in the region. Continuous
improvements in
technology and human
capital in the Uganda
Police Force and Uganda
Prisons Services have
yielded tremendous
progress.
The NRM Government
holds sacred the
sanctity of human life,
the protection of human
rights of individuals or
groups to own property
cannot be compromised.
In effect, the NRM will
continue on the right
trajectory of growth,
economic development
and social economic
transformation.

The
transformation
of our national army
the UPDF is unarguably
one of the strongest
blocks used to build a
foundation for securing
Uganda.

In the meantime,
those of us tasked
with fighting fake news
and sophisticated
disinformation campaigns
which are problematic in
all democratic systems
will remain at it without
undermining the benefits
of digital media. In order
to maintain an open,
democratic system,
it is important that
government, business,
and consumers work
together to solve these
problems. Government
and the private sector
should promote news
literacy and strong
professional journalism
in society. The news
industry must provide
high-quality journalism
in order to build public
trust and correct fake
news and disinformation
without legitimizing
them. Technology
companies should invest
in tools that identify fake
news, reduce financial
incentives for those who
profit from disinformation,
and improve online
accountability.
Educational institutions
should make informing
people about news
literacy a high priority.
Finally, individuals should
follow a diversity of news
sources, and be skeptical
of what they read and
watch.
Twitter; @Dennis_Katungi

President Yoweri Museveni commissions Yumbe Fruit Factory

President Museveni
Beat Many Odds to Raise to the Top
By Pamela Ankunda

Every so often, greatness
presents its form through
men and women of
honour who change the
course of direction of
any country; individuals
who have given Africa its
first wake up call. Some,

like Nelson Mandela
and Patrice Lumumba
were labeled “terrorists”for their agitation of
independence, selfassertion and economic
empowerment. In spite of
the narrative, they defied
odds and shaped the
course of the history of
our continents in different
ways. Their stories churn
out in chapters from
different authors with
different intents and
purposes. Amongst the
living of their heroic lot, is a
man-farmer, cattle keeper,
daunting grandfather-he
of the mzee-bazukkulu
fame, a man not afraid

to climb the highest
mountain in a cause he
believes in, in fighting
for prosperity, strategic
security and protection of
the identity of Africa.
Today, we stand to
witness the swearing in
of President Museveni,
a man with a wealth of
success and visionary
leadership. Over the years,
he has demonstrated to
Ugandans, how critical
it is to appreciate how
we must get where we
must go. His analysis and
diagnosis of the socioeconomic challenges
we face and his grasp
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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Kayoola EV Bus Made in Uganda

of the strategic issues
and solutions is why
we celebrate yet
another 5 year term of
his government. His
emphasis on shared
ideology, on collective
nation building, on politics
of building a progress
society,understanding the
role of ideology in politics
and society, working with
friends and foes in equal
measure is unrivaled.
Africa’s growth has hinged
on men and women who
in their life time gave
themselves hard slaps
and chose to awake a
sleeping subdued nation.
Today, we celebrate one
such living hero, born from
the poorest of homes,
he beat many odds to
raise to the top. He when
this country looked for
an individual to help it off
endless civil strifes, the
constant bickering and
24
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outright poor leadership,
inspired his peers to join
and liberate a people, a
country. I wish to honour
him in this essay while he
is a living, contrary to the
human traditional concept
of showering praises after
the departure of the soul.
Mr. President “Hongera”
upon your re-election.
What an honor to be alive
today!
This article though, is a
dream I share with so
many of our younger
and youthful population,

Today, we
celebrate one
such living hero, born
from the poorest of
homes, he beat many
odds to raise to the
top.

walking in the footsteps
of President Museveni.
Uganda’s population
is said to be among
the fastest growing
populations in the world.
With over 75% into the
youthful bracket, we are
the youngest country.
‘Youthful’ is a privilege
that only lasts when it
does, before the natural
process trickles in. I’m
dwelling on these known
facts because Uganda is
dealing with the question
of youth employment,
skills empowerment for
the youths and a shared
ideology as a prerequisite for the mantle of
leadership. Incidentally,
and rather obviously, a
growing population also
means growing need
for jobs. My emphasis
on shared ideology is at
the centre of this piece,
purposely for ideology
for security, for stability,
for economic prosperity,
for development and the
future ofour country, and
lastly, for jobs, jobs and
more jobs. Sometimes,
one feels a sense of
betrayal when job creation
is not understood or
discussed as a solution
borne out of shared
ideology, regardless of
political or social affiliation.
Probably more than
ever, we owe immense
gratitude to President

Museveni for drivingrather aggressively,
sometimes as a lone
fighter, the agenda of
development. I often
say-rather jokingly, that
at his prime, this is not his
development. We are only
lucky to have him fight
for our country. Today,
more than ever, we have
the best opportunity in
decades to overcome
political and economic
bias. Nothing should hold
us back. The loss of a
vision has been overcome
by the insurmountable
task of what we must
accomplish together-or
perish.
Today, if you drive around
in Uganda, one is able
to see an over flow
of boundless energy
manifested in different
ways- something that
wasn’t always this way
only few years ago. Verily,
I can say; our growth-in
population, production
and prosperity has arrived.
After all, more 30 years
ago, wasn’t the country on
the downward nosedive
to total destructionrebellions, little or no
production, political
instability, economic
uncertainty, lack of
investment and increased
brain drain? Were we
not a country of doom,
disease and despair?
Today Uganda is taking

her rightful place on
the social-economic
transformation by
increased investment in
human capital through
education and better
social services.
As an example, only a few
weeks ago, Kira Motors
shared its dream with
the rest of us-to reach
full utilization of its new
plant of producing 5,000
vehicles per year by 2030.
The plan is to source 65%
of the materials locally.
In 2007, the possibility of
such a plant was all but
a dream. An automobile
manufacturing plant in
Uganda had been defined
by the skepticism of
naysayers as impossibility.
Today, Kira Motors has
stated that they will
assemble over 1000
vehicles by end of this
year-2021.
From the perils of
darkness with one dam
and electricity shortage,
to the surplus of electricity
generation through a
200MW Kiira Power
Station in Jinja, a 180MW
Nalubaale Power Station,
a 600MW Karuma HPP
in Kiryandongo District,
an 183MW Isimba HPP
in Kayunga, and the
44.7MW Muzizi HPP in
Kibaale, from shortage
of industrial building
cement, to production of

approximately 7,000,000
tonnes of cement,
production 530,000tonnes
of sugar, 22bn litres of milk
among others.
President Museveni’s
rational analysis of our
society is a working model
for success. Strategists
often say-trust the
process. The small scale
enterprises, the women
and men irking a living
through small cottage set
ups, farmers who till the
land of plenty, and most
importantly, the youth who
are investing their energy,
and the investors that
have invested here, are a
manifest of improved long
term stability and shared
ideology-an ideology for
growth, development.
The next five years
will be defining for this
country, there is so much
that won’t be the same
anymore because we
will continue to demand
in the evidential promise
for better. Our country
has been built from the
perils of darkness, to the
enviable possibilities
and achievements of
economic growth, poverty
reduction and political
accountability. It still is, but
a long journey.
The writer is a
team leader at APT
Communications @
Pankunda
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President Museveni the Champion of East
African Integration

HE Yoweri Kaguta Museveni President of Uganda and HE Uhuru Kenyata President of Kenya
Commissioning the Busia One-Stop Border facility

By Stephen Asiimwe
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Achieving regional
integration has been top
on Gen Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni’s agenda.
One of the ten point
programmes was to
encourage cooperation
with other African
countries in defending of
human and democratic

rights of our brothers
in other parts of Africa.
According to the NRM
Manifesto (2021 -2026)
page 274 “Africa is
the most fragmented
continent with 55 small
economies and a GDP
that is equivalent to
that of France, with a

population of about 1.3
billion. Africa’s combined
GDP of $2.75 trillion (in
2019) is slightly less than
that of France of $2.82
trillion with only 66 million
people.

community.

The treaty that
establishes the East
African Community talks
about people centered
and market driven
cooperation. When the
This call for
East African
integration
Heads of State
of African
visited border
economies,
points like
... with a
diversification
Busia (Uganda
of African
population
and Kenya)
exports and
of about 1.3
the people
eliminating
billion. Africa’s
were inspired
barriers at
combined GDP
and started
the borders
believing that
of $2.75 trillion
has been one
the community
(in 2019) is
of the key
is real and
massages of
slightly less
moving
Gen. Yoweri
than that of
forward. The
Kaguta
France of $2.82 EAC integration
Museveni
trillion with
process has
who swears in
the potential
only 66 million
today as the
to address
people.
duly elected
the region’s
President of
development
Uganda for
challenges and reverse its
the next five years (2021exclusion in global trade.
2026).
The East African
The National Resistance
Community states
Movement cadres and all
accession to the treaty
revolutionaries think East
brings to a realization all
Africans should join hands
important issues of food
to further accelerate and
security, infrastructure,
domesticate the East
peace security and
African Federation and
democratization. The
have all bilateral and
vision of EAC is to be
trade issues resolved
prosperous, competitive
as an important step
secure, stable and
towards enhancing the
politically united East
free movement of goods
Africa. The mission is
and services in the

to widen and deepen
economic political social
and cultural integration
in order to improve the
quality of life of the
people of East Africa
through competitive
value added production
trade and investments.
Development poses
intuitional challenges
that are best addressed
at the bi-lateral and
multi-lateral level. If
properly implemented,
the integration process
can help East Africans
overcome the obstacles
of development one of
them articulated well by
president Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni as fragmented
markets and market
access.
It is important to note
that regional intergration
is essentially free
movement attained
through border- deregulation, hence only
countries that have
common borders
integrate vis –a vis
geographical proximity
is an essential element
of intergration. Therefore
the purpose of integration
is to transform the
economies of East Africa
to be able to compete
with other economies of
the world.
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East African Member Countrys’ Flags

So as we struggle with
neo-colonialism, there
is need to wake up and
look at the benefits of
integration as Ugandans
have already achieved
on national identity cards
which are used to cross to
the neighboring countries
to do business.
Of course with integration
eventually there is loss
of sovereignty balance
of payment impact
(producers, traders and
consumers) so if are to
succeed we must openly,
frankly and squarely
tackle the above costs
of regional intergration.
Think about East Africa
IDs, diverse culture and
climate, history, resource
and experience which
28
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should be looked at
as assets rather than
liabilities and challenges
to be overcome in order
to build a richer and
stronger unit.
Lastly, regional integration
may also offer us a bigger
republican postulated
by James Madson the
father of American
Constitution in Federalist
N.10. He wrote that the
best remedy to the threat
faction would be found
in bigger republics than
smaller ones. Since
Madson was writing in
largely homogenous
communality we can
safely assume that our
equipment to these
factions is ethnic groups.
He reasoned that the only

remedy to these factions
is either to remove the
cause or control its effects
and that is why borders
trade, interactions of
people across the border
and harnessing all our
resources together will
help us achieve a political
federation.
I am sure President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
will continue to mobilize
and sensitize Africans on
this journey as he takes
Uganda forward for the
next five years.
Congratulations!
Alluta continua.
The writer is a panAfricanist and RDC of
Gomba District.

Government Puts in Place Quality Control
Measures to Support the BUBU Initiative

President Ypweri Museveni visits stalls at the launch of the Buy Uganda Build Uganda (BUBU)
Government initiative

By David Serumaga

The COVID-19 pandemic
has had stinging effects
on economies globally.
As a way of curbing this

pandemic, Government
of Uganda with guidance
of the World Health
Organization put in place
control measures in form
of a lockdown which
slowed travel restrictions
as it was enforced across
nations.
Certainly, this had a
negative impact on the
economy, but since it
was a dilemma, there
was need to balance the
health of the population
and the economic needs
of the country. Retail and

wholesale shops plus
public and open markets
were put at a standstill
leaving traders in losses
since majority of people
were indoors in response
to the guidelines issued
by government in order to
control the spread of the
virus. The art and culture,
entertainment, education,
public transport sector
were among other
businesses that suffered
most during the lockdown.
But it was not all doom
and gloom as some
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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opportunities opened for
some categories of people
like the tailors who took
on making masks with the
little capital they had and
food suppliers who took
to deliveries food as many
people were at home and
needed food to eat. Some
food dealers entered into
dealing with government
and supplied the food that
was distributed to those in
need.
Because to the adverse
effects of COVID 19 on
peoples livelihoods and
the economy, Government
has undertaken several
interventions to support
different groups and
revive the economy.
Government put UGX 22b
in the teachers’ SACCO to
be accessed by teachers
since schools were closed
and some of them had no
income. Government has
allocated UGX 10b to the
art and culture industry
as a stimulus package as
the sector aligns and gets
more organized going
forward.
The pandemic has
contributed to low
levels of production
in the industrial and
agricultural sector which
are key sectors of the
economy. Government
has embarked on
product and market for
export development and
promotion by removing
30
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Aerial View of Lato Milk Dairy Mbarara

non-tariff barriers imposed
on these products.
The government has
put deliberate effort in
the agriculture sector
leading to an increase
in production from the
free seedlings for crops
such as coffee, cocoa,
cotton, maize, beans, tea,
rice, and fruits, among
others through Operation
Wealth Creation and
the National Agriculture
Advisory Services
(NAADS). Government has
also invested in irrigation
schemes which have
increased agricultural
production in areas that
experience shortage of
water for agriculture.
Originally, when the
lockdown was introduced,

there was fear in the
export sector because
borders closed affecting
trade between Uganda
and her neighbors and
other international trade
partners like China.
However, strong signs
of recovery manifested
in May 2020 when
there was easing up
of the containment
measures. Subsequently,
international trade
continued to flourish, with
total merchandize exports
totaling to US$ 4.28881
billion in 2020 compared
to US$ 4.09565 billion
registered in 2019.
Apart from the month
of March, April and May,
2020, when lockdown
was at its peak, exports

for 2020 were higher than
most months of 2019. The
country’s main exports in
2020 were; gold (42.4%),
coffee (12%), fish (3.2%),
base metals and products
(2.5%), cocoa (2.3%), and
maize (2.2%).
Government is
strengthening quality
control through significant
investment in laboratories
under Uganda National
Bureau of Standards
(UNBS) which are helpful
in testing and certifying
the quality of our products
before they go the
markets.
In order to foster the
development of export
oriented enterprises
and streamlining
provision of incentives
for export development,
Government advises

Ugandans to validate
their operations by
digitalization through
Uganda Registration
Services Bureau (URSB)
enterprises. Small and
Medium Enterprises are
trained in various business
management practices so
as to improve corporate
governance and skilling of
labour necessary for their
efficient operations.
On import substitution,
government is focusing
on implementation of ‘Buy
Uganda Build Uganda’
(BUBU) policy. Under
BUBU implementation,
reservation schemes
have been developed to
cushion local enterprises.
As a result of this, for
example, 24% (UGX.890.8
billion) of total contracts
awarded by UNRA
were awarded to local
contractors. Additionally,
government is financing
Uganda Development
Bank to undertake
feasibility studies in
various areas for potential
investment to avail them
to the private sector on
a cost recovery basis, or
co-invest with the private
sector.
As a way of improving
services, Ministry of
Trade, Industries and
Cooperatives is looking
to consolidate the
country’s services sector
and increase service
exports through building

domestic capacity for the
collection, analysis and
dissemination of data on
trade services in order
to further inform policy
making in the area. It also
looks at accelerating
implementation of the
Services Trade Policy and
Strategy supporting local
retail chains to establish
presence in regional
markets.
The Ministry is also
focusing on instituting
the Border Export Zones
and One Stop Border
Posts. So far, construction
and upgrading of border
infrastructure has
commenced for example,
construction of a Border
Export Zone (Markets)
phase one at; Mpondwe
in Kasese District, One
Stop Border Post (OSBP)
at Mpondwe – Kasindi in
Kasese District, Ggoli One
Stop Border Post in Nebbi
District and upgrading of
infrastructure at Bunagana
BEZ in Kisoro District. 6,
One Stop Border Posts
have been completed at
Busia, Malaba, Mutukula,
Mirama Hills, Katuna
and Elegu. The Ministry
intends to concentrate on
18 planned sites which
will soften the effects
of Non-Tariff Barriers,
enhance effective trade
facilitation to promote
trade competitiveness of
the private sector in the
regional markets.
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The Oil and Gas Sector
Opens Up Opportunities for Ugandans

Kabaale International Airport Hoima is one of the benefits of the oil sector in Uganda

The recent conclusion
of key oil and gas
agreements has opened
up opportunities for the
participation of Ugandans.
Speaking at a press
conference, Dr. Kitutu
Kimono Mary Goretti (MP),
the Minister of Energy
and Mineral Development
(MEMD) highlighted
specific areas that are now
a reality for Ugandans
who would like to work,
or provide goods and
services to the industry.
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“Ugandan companies
will greatly benefit from
the involvement of
world-class oil service
companies, expected
Joint Venture Partnerships
and sub-contracting
opportunities,” she said.
Dr. Kitutu added that
Ugandan companies can
expect to progressively
gain capabilities to provide
technical services that
have hitherto been a
preserve of the more
experienced foreign

companies.
Dr. Kitutu also noted
that the conclusion of
the key oil agreements
has de-risked all the
other upcoming projects
including the refinery
and the new exploration
projects.
“The development of
the Upstream projects
guarantees the supply
of feedstock into the
refinery, while the pipeline
and the refinery provide

evacuation options for
future oil discoveries in
the new exploration areas,”
she said.
The significant investment
that has now been
unlocked into Uganda’s
economy includes
the implementation
of the Tilenga Project
in Buliisa and Nwoya
districts (approximately
US$4 billion); the
Kingfisher Project in
Hoima and Kikuube
Districts (approximately
US$1.5 billion); and,
the East African Crude
Oil Pipeline (EACOP)
(approx. US$3.6bn). This
is in addition to what
Government is already
investing in the required
support infrastructure,
including Hoima
International Airport
(over US$500m) and 700
kilometres of oil roads
(approx. US$900m).
“The project launch
on Sunday, 11th April,
2021 at State House,is
a demonstration of
the commitment the
respective Governments
and oil companies have
for the projects. With
these agreements in
place, the oil companies
and Government will
proceed with the
approval and award of
contracts to the main
Engineering, Procurement
and Construction (EPC)

contractors” the Minister
stressed.
Mr. Robert Kasande, the
Permanent Secretary,
MEMD, noted that the
runway at theHoima
International Airport is
almost ready.
“Any equipment needed
in the short term will
continue to come in by
road. However, the airport
has made significant
progress and will be ready
by the time delicate and/
or voluminous equipment
are required fast by the
projects,” he said.
By the end of the
construction phase,
Uganda’s GDP will be
significantly boosted
through sectoral linkages
by close to USD 9 Billion.
This is a 22% increase of
the current GDP, which is
expected to reach USD
40.1 Billion in 2020/21.
Another key benefit from
the oil and gas sector
is the employment
of Ugandans. About
14,000 people will be
directly employed by
the companies, while
about 45,000 people will
be indirectly employed
by the contractors. An
additional 105,000 people
will benefit from induced
employment based on
the utilisation of other
services by the oil and
gas sector. Of the direct

employment, 57% are
expected to be Ugandans,
which is expected to result
in an estimated USD 48.5
million annual payment to
Ugandan employees.
Mr. Dozith Abeinomugisha,
Director for Midstream,
Petroleum Authority of
Uganda (PAU) illustrated
the labour needs of the
industry with a description
of the past industrial
baseline survey.
“With maturity of projects
over the years, the
studies and designs have
painted a clearer picture
of the specific work
requirements. This year,
we shall carry out and
complete a new industrial
baseline survey that will
shed more light on the
labour needs,” he said.
Mr. Abeinomugisha also
urged Ugandans who
would like to work in, or
supply goods and services
to the sector, to register
on the National Supplier
Database (NSD) and the
National Oil and Gas Talent
Register (NOGTR).
“Globally, the countries
that have done well in
the oil and gas sector are
those whose citizens have
participated,” he noted.
On behalf of the investors
in Uganda’s oil and gas
sector, Mr. Pierre Jessua,
the General Manager,
Total E&P Uganda
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Limited, reiterated
their commitment to
promoting national
content development in
the implementation of
the oil and gas projects,
and fast-tracking the land
acquisition processes, in
line with international best
practice.
“We are dedicated to
ensuring that the projects
are implemented while
taking into consideration
the environment and
biodiversity stakes,
as well as the local
community rights, and
within the stringent
environment and social
performance standards of
the International Finance
Cooperation” he said.
Achievements in National
Content
Between 2017 and 2020,
USD 52m out of the
USD 147m spent by the
licensed oil companies
on procurement, was on
local entities owned by
Ugandans; this represents
35.75% of the total
procurement spend by
the IOCs. In addition, 1,700
SMEs had their capacity
built in the areas of health,
safety and environment,
bid management,
financing, corporate
governance, among
others.
4,435 Ugandans have
been trained in various
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technical disciplines to
competitively participate
in the oil and gas sector.
Through the auspices of
the PAU and the Ministry
of Education and Sports,
the Oil and Gas Trainers
Association of Uganda
(OGTAU) was formed to
provide a platform to
coordinate and advocate
for skills development in
the sector.
Uganda has witnessed
several Government and
Private training institutions
acquire international
accreditation to provide
certified training programs.
These include the Uganda
Petroleum Institute,
Kigumba, Kiryadongo
Technical Institute, Iganga
Technical Institute,
Nawanyago Technical
Institute, Kibasa Technical
Institute, Sun maker, Solid
Rock, The Assessment
and Skilling Center (TASC),
Safe Way Right Way and
SEAOWL, among others.
Key agreements
concluded on Sunday,
11th April, 2021:
a. The Uganda Host
Government Agreement
(HGA) between the
Government of Uganda
and the East African
Crude Oil Pipeline
(EACOP) Company –The
HGA concluded the
legal framework and
contractual obligations

between Uganda as
the host country, and
EACOP Co. as the
project company Co.
b. The Shareholders
Agreement (SHA),
which defines the rights
and responsibilities
of the shareholders
in the EACOP Co. The
shareholders are: the
Uganda National Oil
Company (UNOC)
with 15%; the Joint
Venture Partners (Total
Holdings International
B.V. with 62% and
CNOOC Uganda
Limited with 8%) and
the Tanzania Petroleum
Development
Corporation (TPDC).
TPDC will take
shareholding of up to
15%; and,
c. The Tariff and
Transportation
Agreement (TTA),
which defines the rights
and responsibilities of
the shippers on the
one hand, and the
transporter on the
other hand. The TTA
was signed between
the transporter, EACOP
Co., and the Shippers
of the crude oil who
are the Government of
Uganda, UNOC, Total
E&P Uganda Limited
and CNOOC Uganda
Limited.

President Yoweri Museveni with members of IPOD in March 2021

Nurturing Our Budding Democracy;
The Journey of Multi-party Politics in Uganda
By Obed K Katurebe

Uganda’s multi-party
dispensation is only 15
years (since 1986), after
the country experienced
short spells of multi-party
dispensations after we

gained independence
from the British in 1962.

guarantee genuine and
substantial democracy.

At the onset of
independence, Uganda
sought for selfgovernance under a
multi-party system. This
demonstrates clearly
the consciousness
among Ugandans at
that time that the free
association of people in
political parties and the
competition among those
parties for the power to
govern the country and

However, the early
experiences with multiparty democracy in
Uganda were rather
disillusioning and the
several challenges
experienced made it
inevitable for that first
attempt at political
pluralism to fail. In
retrospective, these
negative experiences
remind us of the
fragility of an open and
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competitive political
system and its reliance on
committed, responsible
and credible actors on all
sides and at all levels.
Of course the few political
elites of the time selfishly
manipulated the rather
primitive Ugandans
into terrible traps along
religion and tribes to
access political power.
Like earlier said, we
only reaped coups and
political chaos based on
tribes, ethnicities and
religion.
After taking over power,
the NRM brought in
place the Movement
System of governance.
In the Movement system
of governance there
were no political parties’
participation but there
was open contest for the
various political posts
in government based
on individual merit. In
the Movement system,
the resistance councils
were the core element
of the NRM’s concept of
grass-roots participatory
democratization.
The political parties as
such were not completely
banned, but all political
activities by the parties
were prohibited. They
were allowed to continue
in existence, but not
36
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to hold meetings, to
campaign and to take
part in elections. The
prominent justification
for the system was a
strong rejection of multiparty systems as not
being appropriate for
the Ugandan context,
especially considering the
negative experiences of
the past.
The ideological
underpinnings of no-party
politics were provided
by an interpretation
of Uganda’s postindependence history as
a spiral of violent conflicts
prompted by ethnically
and religious based
political parties.
The promised
promulgation of a new
constitution only began in
1988. Since the process
was delayed several times
this also meant extending
the transitional period of
the NRM regime. Because

No doubt,
under the NRM
Uganda has made
tremendous progress
and continue to
experience years of
peace, stability and
social-economic
development.

of serious controversies
around the proposals
of the Constitutional
Commission, the
NRM decided to hold
direct elections for a
Constitutional Assembly,
in which individuals could
run as independent
candidates, but not
represent any political
party. Finally, the
constitution was adopted
in October 1995. However,
the question of the future
political system was
not explicitly answered
in the constitution. On
the one hand, there
was no majority within
the Assembly for an
immediate reintroduction
of a multi-party system.
On the other hand, a
constitutional fixation of
the Movement system
could also not be agreed
upon, since there was
no consensus about
its basic functions and
principles even within
the Movement. The
Assembly therefore
decided to extend
the existing system of
no-party government
for another five years,
after which a popular
referendum would have
to decide about the future
political system. Thus,
the constitution extended
the “status quo” for
another five years and the

President Yoweri Museveni’s swearing-in ceremony at Kololo Airstrip. 12th May, 2016

“movement” became the
official political system.
The 1995 Constitution
established major political
institutions. It adopted
a presidential system,
an electoral system
according to majority
vote and – temporarily
– the continuation of the
Movement system.
This description was
complemented by four
structural principles,
which are participatory
democracy, transparency,
access to political

leadership positions and
individual merit, as criteria
for being elected.
Two presidential and
parliamentary elections
were held under a
movement system. That
is 1996 and 2001. It was
only in 2005, that the
system finally changed
and Uganda formally
introduced a multi-party
system. The NRM – now
officially transformed into
a party – was still able to
maintain its superiority
over other parties and
stay in power.

Following the regulations
laid down in the 1995
Constitution, the first
referendum about the
future political system
was held in 2000. With
over 90 percent of the
poll, the vast majority of
Ugandans voted for the
Movement.
Quite surprisingly, the
situation changed
during the years that
followed. An internal
debate that started
after the 2001elections
led to the decision of
the NRM in 2003 to
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open up the political
system and transform
the Movement into a
political party. In 2005
a second referendum
was held, with Museveni
himself spearheading
the campaign in favour of
multi-partyism.

to be taking place among
Ugandans. To some
reasonable levels political
actors tend to manipulate
the voters will archaic
messages that tend
to polarize our people
along tribal and religious
cocoons.

This time, the vast
majority of voters – again
more than 90% – opted
for the introduction of
a multi-party system.
In February 2006 the
first elections under the
new multi-party system
took place and brought
a decisive victory for
Museveni.

Of course it has to be
taken into consideration
that the multi-party
system in Uganda is
extremely young and
therefore still developing.
It will remain interesting
and relevant to see what
shape it will take in the
future.

On a very general level,
one would expect an
enhanced process
of democratization
as a result of the
reintroduction of multipartyism in Uganda.
Indeed Uganda has
made a big improvement
concerning the – at
least formal – guarantee
of basic democratic
standards and
the element
of party
competition
has entered
Ugandan
politics.
However, this
competition still
does not appear
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The opposition
parties in Uganda are
weak and lack unity,
professionalism, weak
structures, and internal
wrangles. All the
arguments and concerns
that have been brought
forward can lead to
possible explanations. But
surely there is a diversity
of opinions and whoever
else is asked might give a
completely
different
answer,
depending
on the
observer’s
stand point.
No doubt,
under
the NRM

Uganda has made
tremendous progress and
continue to experience
years of peace, stability
and social-economic
development. The NRM
facilitated the making of a
pro-people constitution,
maintained the rule of
law, restored democracy,
and put up a tradition
of holding free and fair
regular elections. The
economy has continued
to perform well recording
unprecedented growth.
The tax base widened
and now government can
finance most of its own
development agenda.
Because of the conducive
business environment,
Uganda is now the
leading destination
country for Foreign Direct
Investments in East Africa.
Over and above, as a
country we need to
continuously build our
electoral democracy to
be able to achieve perfect
and vibrant multi-party
system of governance.
We still need time free
of selfish and parasitic
condescending external
players to nurture our
democracy to maturity
until that time it will
produce or function
perfectly minus suffering
discourage like it deed in
1962 or 1980.

Security the Backbone of Uganda’s
Social Economic Transformation

Uganda Enjoys Security Throughout the Country and there Efforts to Continously Improve Soldiers
Through Regular Training.

National general elections, in spite of all
the challenges, both local and external. I
also congratulate the security agencies
for facilitating one of the most secure
and peaceful elections on the continent.
Carry on good Ugandans, carry on.

By Felix Kulaigye
It is written in the book of Ecclesiastes 3:14-15
“I know that everything God does endures
forever; nothing can be added to or
taken from it. God does it so that they should
fear Him. 15What exists has already been,
and what will be has already been, for God
will call to account what has passed.….”
Right from the outset, I wish to salute
Ugandans for having held successful

Our history is littered with rigging of
elections, manipulative politics, party
affiliations based on tribe and religion,
violence against the people and
stuck robbery of people’s victory. It is
unfortunate that some individuals hate
publicity of our history, but it will be
unfortunate if we repeat our history.
In his book, “The Roots of Instability
in Uganda” Prof. Rubaraza Samwiri
Karugire wrote, “Uganda was granted
independence by Britain on 9th October
1962. On 10th 1964, a contingent of the
Uganda Special Force - a fearsome
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para - military section of
Uganda Police - invaded
Nankulabye, a suburb of
the capital of Kampala;
shot and killed several
people injuring many
more… The commander
of the operation was
transferred to Mbale on
promotion...”
For those
who
According
claimed
to World
that the
Bank, by
2021
early 1990’s
elections
Uganda had
were
become
rigged,
the most
the same
influential
book lists
development
fourteen
model.
areas
from
denying individuals a right
to contest to dismissal of
the Electoral Commission
results as they were being
declared to changing
declared results long after
they have been gazetted,
killing of candidates
and killing Democratic
Party (DP) Members of
Parliament with impunity.
To illustrate his point, I will
pick out the case of illegal
elections, rigging the
count and the results.
Prof Karugire writes, “Since
there were no registers
for voters in the districts
of West Nile, it was illegal
to declare West Nile
Uganda People’s Congress
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Completed Fort Portal-Bundibugyo-Lamia Road

candidates elected, but
had unopposed elected
Members of Parliament
were there was no voters’
register”. He adds, “By 8.00
p.m. on 11.12.80 counting
had gone on smoothly
and from reliable sources,
DP victory had at that
time been ensured. In
panic, Mr. Muwanga
issued a proclamation
over the radio followed
by a retroactive decree
prohibiting returning
officers from announcing
results but instead to
send them directly to him
and not to the Electoral
Commission”.
“For the next 18 hours
until 2.00 pm on 12.12.80,

Mr. Muwanga was
sequestered with the
results as they came in
from the returning officers
around the country. From
reliable sources, Mr.
Muwanga was with Mr.
Obote most of that period;
during which, they had
the opportunity to change
and indeed changed
the election results by
putting UPC in power.” Mr.
Muwanga was rewarded
with the position of Vice
President and Minister for
Defence.
One may wonder
therefore, in our recent
general election, did
Justice Byabakama
receive orders that

gagged his mouth, was he
compromised and told to
keep quiet or during the
run up to the elections,
was any candidate
arrested to ensure he
does not register?
Instructive to note,
on the afternoon of
12thDecember, 3 of the 7
Election Commissioners
had disappeared leaving
behind the 4 that were
staunch supporters of
UPC. It should be noted
that Mr. Vincent Ssekkono,
the Administrative
Secretary of the
Commission, disappeared
during the polling process
after his personal assistant
had been shot dead by
soldiers at his home.
It would not be fair to

discuss bits of our history
and leave out the media/
state relations. A read
through Drake S. Sekeba’s
book; The Media Bullets
in Uganda, the state and
the press have had runs
for and against each
other since the 1950s
with formation of Uganda
National Congress by
Ignatius Musaazi. On page
167, he narrates how he
was arrested in 1984 as
Editor in Chief of ‘Ngabo’
and ‘The Star’ newspapers
for a story in ‘The Star’
which Police labeled as
a publication meant to
spoil the good name of
Uganda’s Government.
The story had accused
Government Ministers
of being corrupt and
accused the Obote
Government of lacking
clear guidelines to fight
corruption; that is part of
our history.
Where does one get the
confidence that the UPDF
has secured Uganda’s
future? According to World
Bank, by early 1990’s
Uganda had become
the most influential
development model.
Writing about Uganda’s
‘Myth and Miracle’,
Sebastian Mallaby in ‘The
World’s Banker’, says, “Up
until the previous decade,
Uganda had symbolized
all Africa’s disasters.

...Obote was ousted in
a coup by Idi Amin, the
high priest of bad African
dictators … Obote returned
and presided over more
dictatorial mayhem. In the
years from Amin’s arrival to
Obote’s second departure
– years when the income
of an average Indonesian
doubled – Uganda
suffered an economic,
social and spiritual
collapse.
Uganda’s fortunes
changed with the arrival of
Yoweri Museveni, an army
officer who seized power
in 1986. At first, he did not
look more promising than
his predecessors but, with
his coming into power,
Uganda changed from an
economy of few incentives
to a growing economy
through thousands of
small decisions taken
in hundreds of different
towns and villages, the
result was a burst of
economic energy. In
2000, the results of a
new house hold survey
showed that the share of
Uganda’s population living
in poverty had plummeted
from 56% to 35% in the
space of 8 years.
President Museveni’s
ideas continue to direct
the country in that
‘mythical and miraculous’
trajectory referred to
earlier by Sebastian. His
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correct assessment of
the country’s needs and
proposed policy solutions
must be supported unless
otherwise bewitched.
In the Book of Matthew
7:26-27, it talks about the
unwise man that built his
house on sand. It says:
“But everyone who hears
these words of mine and
does not put them into
practice is like a foolish
man who built his house
on sand. The rain came
down, the floods came
and the winds blew and
beat on that house; and it
fell and great was its fall”.
Similarly, in economics,
we must identify the
firm ground from the
sandy ground. The firm
ground for economics
is in answering the
fundamental human
needs which are: food,
clothes, shelter, defence,
human resource
development (education
and health), infrastructure,
medicine and spirituality.
With these, the society
is secure. It is these that
support life, morality and
enlightenment; all or some
of these, you have the
basic economy that is firm.
We already have the
basics, the obstructions by
the neo-colonial agents
notwithstanding. We have
enough electricity, good
trunk roads, educated
42

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

Lecture block Muni University.

people including the
scientists who must
be paid well, a healthy
population on account of
the immunization of 42
million people that will be
106million by 2050. This is
all part of the 1.25 billion
African population that
will be 2.5billion people
by 2050. We must, first
and foremost, start with
the basic economy for the
nine (9) basic needs of
man.
This is the economy
for survival and good
living. It is durable,
not opportunistic and
ephemeral. It will be there
whether there are wars in
other parts of the world
or whether there are
epidemics like this one. All
it needs are: cargo planes,
trains for cargo, lorries and

ships for cargo. People
will be served where
they are, even when they
do not move. We shall
also continue to benefit
from the opportunistic,
ephemeral leisure and
pleasure economy of:
tourism, music, bars,
cinemas, concerts, etc., if
the conditions allow.
However, this time,
we must be awake
to its vulnerabilities:
terrorist attacks, fear or
onslaught of epidemics
like COVID-19, cycles
of elections (skepticism
to travel when Africans
are holding elections),
politically motivated
advisories by the
Governments of origin, etc.
However, there is no harm
in Uganda benefiting from
these industries when they

are not under attack. The
externalization of labour
‘kyeyo’ is a temporary
phenomenon.
The securitization
approach has been
hailed as one of the
most sophisticated and
productive attempts
at re-conceptualizing
security. The Copenhagen
School of Security, best
represented by the works
of Barry Buzan and Ole
Wæver, is argued to have
tackled the problem of
broadening the security
agenda to include nontraditional security threats
and referents of security
other than the state when
analyzing security while
maintaining a degree of
analytical coherence.
By focusing on the
securitization framework
attempts to analyze how
certain issues are raised

to the status of security,
by whom and what are
the consequences of such
moves? Therefore, rather
than viewing security as
an objective value to be
achieved, the analysts
view it as a construction
of appreciating existential
threats and referent
objects. When the
president talks of the 9
needs, he is addressing
the nonmilitary threats
to national security. The
UPDF must continue
ensuring national
stability so as to realize
our national social
transformation aspirations.
We must continue
improving our operational
capabilities and our overall
defence posture.
In democratic principles,
principle number 5 says
that majority rules and
minority interests are
respected. In this country,
the minority wants to
rule the majority, use
intimidation, black mail
and violence to impose
their will at the expense
of majority decisions.
Whereas, one would
have expected all the
respected members of
our society especially
religious leaders to
condemn this, you instead
hear coleuses demanding
that Government talks
to criminals! Really!

Individuals commit
heinous crimes, like
murder, rape, defilement
of children , but when
the state does what it is
supposed to do, calls for
talks dominates our media.
Whereas making mistakes
is normal, crime is not and
while mistakes should be
forgiven and the offenders
counselled, criminals must
be punished for the good
of society. It is written,
God does not hate sinners
but he hates sin. Without
imperfections, there would
be no way to learn and
grow, without learning and
growing, life would have
no purpose. When we not
only massage crimes, but
actually reward criminals,
we build impunity and
therefore destroy our
country.
All in all, the price of
victory, the price of
progress, is sacrifice,
hard work, dedication,
perseverance and faith.
Ugandans elected their
leaders in January 2021,
we congratulate them.
The liberties Ugandans
enjoy today are a product
of hard work, dedication
and absolute sacrifice by
patriotic Ugandans, some
of whom paid the ultimate
price. ‘Because you have
kept My command to
persevere, I also will keep
you. Rev.3:10
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Jobs Bonanza in the Oil Sector!

H.E Yoweri Museveni the President of Uganda, HE Samia Suluhu Hassan the President of the
United Republic of Tanzania and Mr. Patrick Jean Pouyanne, Total Chairman after the signing of
the key oil agreements.

By Josepha Jabo
So ecstatic was Patrick
Jean Pouyanné, at the
long-awaited signing
ceremony of the Final
Investment Decision (FID)
on 11th of April, 2021 held
at State House, Entebbe
that the chairman and
CEO of Total tweeted,
‘Yes, a day of history for
Uganda, for Tanzania, for
44

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

East Africa, for Total. Very
proud of all our teams.
Never give up!’
This signing ceremony
is the biggest NRM
achievement in the post2021 election period.
In his speech that day,
President Museveni said,
‘Initially, I did not favour
the idea of the pipeline.
My question was, “Why

export the oil. Don’t the
East Africans need the
oil?” In this thinking, I
preferred an oil refinery
only, so that we use
the extractable oil out
of 6.5 billion barrels
confirmed in only 20%
of the potential area in
the Mwitanzigye and
Butuumbi valleys (known
as the Albertine Graben
by the foreigners), to

satisfy the demand for
the refined products for
Uganda, North Western
Tanzania, Western Kenya,
Rwanda, Burundi. The
oil companies, however,
were biased in favour of
exporting crude oil only.
The compromise, then,
was: “Ok, let us have
both the refinery and the
pipeline.”’
It is this East African
Crude Oil Pipeline
(EACOP) pipeline that the
late President of Tanzania,
John Pombe Magufuli,
proposed during the
Tanzania-Uganda
business forum held in
September 2019 should
be called ‘Kaguta Pipeline’
in honour of President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni.
In a news report on UBC
on Sunday, 25th April,
Hon. Judith Nabakooba,
Minister of ICT and
National Guidance,
announced at a press
conference that the
refinery is underway. “The
design of the refinery is
90% complete, which
means construction of the
refinery will start soon.”
I interviewed Mr. Elison
Karuhanga, a lawyer at
Kampala Associated
Advocates (KAA)
whose area of practice
includes Energy, Mining,
Environment and

Natural Resources. Mr.
Karuhanga has a Masters
in Oil and Gas Law, which
he obtained from the
University of Aberdeen.
“After First Oil in 2025, can
Ugandans expect fuel
pump prices to reduce?” I
asked.
“Not necessarily, nobody
can predict with accuracy
what the pump price will
be. Oil will still be sold at
market value. The oil we
(Uganda) produce will
be exported, but when
we refine the oil here,
the refined product may
have impact on the pump
price,” Karuhanga replied.
“Can’t Government of
Uganda subsidize the oil?”
I inquired.
“As a policy, subsidization
has not worked. Fuel
subsidization, like what
happened in Nigeria, is
shambolic because it
undermines a country’s
ability to refine,”
Karuhanga explained.
According to Statisa,
‘Nigeria was the leading
oil producer in Africa as of
2019.’
Then I remembered that
during the January 22-25,
2019 field visit in Uganda’s
oil region (visiting the oil
fields at the Kingfisher
project in Hoima district

and the Tilenga project
in Buliisa and Nwoya
districts organised
by the Petroleum
Authority of Uganda
(PAU) for government
communication officers)
we were told that
tax subsidies are not
sustainable, a case in
point being the Venezuela
and Nigeria riots.
“As an oil producing
country, Government
of Uganda will make
money. This money
will then be invested
in the country, by the
government. Oil money
will expand government’s
revenue base and allow
government to be more
selfsustaining
and fund
The
a large
investment
part of our
in oil, in
budget.
Uganda,
In 2015,
is almost
Parliament
equivalent
of Uganda
to twenty
passed a
Karuma
law called,
Dams.
‘Public
Finance
Management Act, 2015,’ to
limit specific approvals on
how the oil money should
be spent and to partly
deal with how the oil
funds will be dispersed.
The oil money will be
kept in Bank of Uganda
in the Petroleum Fund.
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The Petroleum Fund
will support the budget
and investment must be
done in infrastructure
and technology. It
will benefit the wider
economy and investment.
Ugandans can expect
development of local
content, businesses
opportunities and jobs. It
will open Uganda up for
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI). The investment in
oil, in Uganda, is almost
equivalent to twenty
Karuma Dams. It cost $1
Billion to build Karuma.
The investment we
(Uganda) are expecting
from oil and gas, oil
fields, the refinery and
the pipeline is between
$15 Billion-$20 Billion!”
Karuhanga concluded.

Regarding
EACOP (which will
be the world’s longest
heated oil pipeline)
between 6,00010,000 jobs will
be created in the
3-year construction
phase. Regarding
the entire oil and
gas sector, about
14,000 direct jobs,
45,000 indirect
jobs and 100,000
induced jobs will
be available for
Ugandans.
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The oil sector in Uganda is in the development stage

Oil prices are determined
by Brent Crude World
Prices. One other benefit
is that when Uganda
becomes an oil producing
country, our Balance of
Trade will improve. The
Balance of Trade reduces
dollar cost in production
and transport costs. For
example, let’s say Uganda
was spending $10,000
to buy oil. When Uganda
starts producing its own
oil these dollars will be
saved and the Uganda
shilling will appreciate
(increase in value)!
So what can Ugandans
expect, now that the FID
has been signed? Jobs,
jobs, jobs!!!

According to Uganda
National Oil Company
(UNOC), “Regarding
EACOP (which will be the
world’s longest heated
oil pipeline) between
6,000-10,000 jobs will
be created in the 3-year
construction phase.
Regarding the entire oil
and gas sector, about
14,000 direct jobs, 45,000
indirect jobs and 100,000
induced jobs will be
available for Ugandans.”
So how can Ugandans
get employed in the oil
sector? There are two
ways. First of all, one can
register with the National
Suppliers Database (NSD)
Petroleum Authority of

Uganda (PAU) is in charge
for investment and
of NSD. This is being
privatisation, Evelyn Anite,
done in order to
said the Government
HOIMA
promote BUBU
has injected about Sh
BULIISA
under the Local
1.1bn in improving the
L. A lbe rt
Content Policy.
capacity to train HGV
P
Jobs that have
drivers in Uganda. Anite
KYANKWANZI
been ring fenced
was presiding over the
KIKUUBE
for Ugandans
passing out of the drivers
include: security,
at the Safe Way Right Way
transport, hotel
(SWRW) training school
KAKUMIRO
management,
in Mukono.’ This is a
GOMBA
foods & beverage,
positive development,
MUBENDE
catering, land
because HGV is an area
SSEMBABULE
surveying, clearing
that has been dominated
P
and forwarding,
by Kenyan drivers.
LWENGO
drivers of heavy goods
KYOTERA
Unfortunately, the sector
vehicles, provision of
RAKAI
is not without challenges.
construction materials,
Like a moth to a flame,
welders, artisans etc.
oil and gas discovery
Secondly, one should
has attracted land
keep one’s eyes open
grabbers in the oil region
as TOTAL, UNOC and
as reported in some
China National Offshore
sections of the media.
Oil Corporation (CNOOC)
P Pump Station
This is because currently
regularly advertise job
Districts
ten critical oil roads are
opportunities in Ugandan
EACOP Route V5
being worked on by
newspapers.
Uganda National Roads
District Boundary
Skills’ training is underway.
Authority (UNRA) and
Lake
In the newspaper article,
wealthy land grabbers
International Boundary
‘Over 175 drivers skilled to
are salivating, anticipating
work in oil and gas sector,’
a hefty compensation.
it was reported in New
There have also been
th
Vision on Tuesday, 27
reports of compensation
April, 2021 that, ‘About 175
claims outnumbering the
drivers have undergone
affected persons. This
skills training to help them
is to urge government
benefit from the oil and
to intervene so that
gas opportunities. These
taxpayers’ money is not
will be part of the 2,500
misused in the process.
drivers required to drive
The Writer works for
heavy goods vehicles
Uganda Media Centre
(HGV). The state minister
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The NAADS Initiative Has Increased
Volumes of Agriculture Exports

Aringo Omone small scale irrigation scheme in Pader District

By Nanteza Sarah Kyobe

Agriculture remains the
major source of livelihood
in Uganda. According
to the Uganda National
Household Survey (UNHS)
of 2016/17 a bigger
proportion of the working
population (60%) is
48
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engaged in agriculture.
Government under the
Poverty Eradication
Action Plan (PEAP 1997)
established the National
Agriculture Advisory
Services (NAADS Act
20001) to facilitate efficient
and effective delivery
of agricultural advisory
services to farmers to
enhance production and
productivity.
The role and responsibility
of NAADS has been
evolving since its
establishment on the
basis of lessons learned
from its implementation.
These include the growing

need to support farmers
with improved agricultural
inputs (seeds, seedlings
and stocking materials)
to boost production and
productivity, supporting
interventions that aim at
developing agribusiness
enterprises, promoting
value addition and market
linkages for agricultural
produce.
Subsequently, in 2014,
NAADS was restructured.
Its new mandate is
“to provide support
for the management
of agricultural input
distribution chains,
promotion of strategic

commodity interventions,
agricultural chain
development, and farmer
access to agricultural
financing”.

131% increase in cassava
production. That is from
3 million MT in Financial
Year 2015/16 to 7 million
MT in FY 2018/19.

For wealth creation
intervention, NAADS has
focused on scaling up
production, value addition,
and processing for
selected commodity value
chains including maize,
beans, cassava, tea,
cocoa, fruits (pineapples,
mangoes, citrus and
apples) and cattle diary.

The distribution of
410,737,788 tea seedlings
in 21 tea-growing districts
has seen an increase in
tea production by 19%
from 67,000 metric tons
in the Financial Year
2015/16 to 79,466 MT in
FY 2018/19. In addition,
the volume of exports
increased by 34% from
54,898 MT worth USD
74.5 million in FY 2015/16
to 73,580 MT worth USD.
89million.

The focus has also
been put on the
purchase of specialized
agro -machinery and
equipment for production
and processing along the
agricultural value chains
for agro-industrialization.
With NAADS intervention
of supplying inputs, the
production of maize has
increased by 33% from 2.6
million metric tons in 2016
to 3.6 million metric tons in
2019. The volume of maize
exports has also increased
by 6% from 263,114 metric
tons in 2016 to 278,693
metric tons in 2019 while
the value of exports has
increased by 12% from
USD 84.99 million in 2016
to USD 95.48 million in
2019.
A total of 793,223 bags
of cassava cuttings
distributed has led to a

Tea factories are now
33 and 15 new ones are
being established and
are at different levels in
several districts including;
Kyenjojo (2), Buhweju (4),
Kanungu (1), Bushenyi
(1), Rukiga (1), Kisoro (1),
Ntungamo (1), Kamwenge
(1), Mbarara (1) and Luwero
(1). These factories provide
market to farmers, add
value to their tea but also
provide jobs for the locals.
The four years supply
of 41,426,303 citrus
seedlings; 28,706,281
mango seedlings;
2,439,155 apple seedlings
and 36,446,670 pineapple
suckers have led to a
20% increase in export
volumes of fruits and
vegetables from 57,358

MT in 2015 to 68,862 MT
in 2019 while the export
values have increased by
13% from USD 32.1 million
in 2015 to USD 36.1 million
in 2019.
Cocoa export volumes
have increased by 19%
from 29,761 MT in FY
2015/16 to 35,318 MT
in FY 2018/19 while the
value of the cocoa exports
increased by 3% from
USD 75 million to USD 78
million in the reporting
period. This is the result
of NAADS’ distribution
of a total of 21,526,743
cocoa seedlings to
both smallholders and
commercial farmers of
cocoa in districts that
prioritize cocoa production
in the past four years.
The distribution of 45 solar
water pumping systems
by NAADS to 33 selected
districts to mention but
a few Kaberamaido,
Mukono, Soroti,
Masindi, Kabale, Kumi,
Kiryandongo, Katakwi,
Kitgum and Soroti; has
increased water access
to agriculture production
result in yield production
in the irrigated areas.
To mechanize agriculture,
320 tractors and matching
implements were
given to farmer groups
in 123 District Local
Governments to scaleup farm production for
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Processing Plant (3MT/
hour) and Floky wineries
in Bunyangabo for grapes
(2000 liters per day)

A maize mill given to the youth belonging to the Nkondo Multi
purpose Cooperative Society Nkondo Sub county - Buyende
District.

commercialization of
agriculture.
NAADs has solved the
problem of grain storage.
During the boom harvest
farmers, many times
have ended up selling
their grains cheaply
thus making losses due
to lack of storage. The
constructed farmerbased community
grain stores across the
country support farmers
access markets through
collective marketing. 12
community grain stores
were built in 11 different
districts namely Napak,
Adjumani, Kiryandongo,
Masindi, Hoima, Kyenjonjo,
Mubende, Kakumiro,
Kiboga, Nakaseke and
Kyegegwa.
In addition to grain
storage, 121 milk coolers
and matching generators
were distributed to dairy
50

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

farmer organizations in
various districts across
all the milk sheds in the
country. Districts include
Kiboga, Kyankwanzi,
Palisa, Apac, Gulu, Bugiri,
Kibuku, Kamuli, Luwero,
Nakaseke, Sembabule,
Lyantonde, Isingiro and
Kiruhura.
Also, 58 maize milling
equipment and 5 rice
milling equipment were
distributed to farmer
groups in various districts
across the country.
On value addition, NAADs
has established agrobased factories in the
different production areas.
These include Yumbe
Mango Processing Plant
(40 MT per day), Kayunga
Pineapple processing
plant (8 to 11 MT/day),
Nwoya Multi-Fruit
Processing Plant (12MT/
hour), Kapeeka Multi Fruit

Last but not least, the
National Agriculture
Advisory Services together
with Operation Wealth
Creation are implementing
the Presidential initiative
on Agro-Industrialization
for Local Economic
Development (AGRILED).
These interventions are
being piloted in Rwenzori
sub-region and some of
the ongoing undertakings
include the establishment
of the Kasese and
Kabarole Industrial
and Business Parks
respectively.
At the Kasese Industrial
Park, the progress
includes Opening of
Roads, construction of
water pipe network and
construction of 33KV
High Voltage Power Line
network. The Kabarole
Industrial park is at the
development of the
Master Plan.
National Agriculture
Advisory Services has
greatly contributed to
the Agriculture sector
through crop production
and export increase, to
the establishment of Agro
– industrialization parks
and farmers have earned
income thus improving
their standard of living.

Uganda Revenue Authority Has
Supported Businesses With Stimulus
Packages Post COVID 19

By Ian Rumanyika
URA’s mission is
“providing an environment
that delivers a delightful
experience in revenue
services and business
facilitation.”
Uganda Revenue
Authority has renewed
commitment of leading
Uganda to economic
self-sufficiency status and
appeals to all esteemed
taxpayers to commit to
take this journey with
us. URA promises to
endeavor to listen to
taxpayers, understand

their concerns and look to
develop taxpayer focused
solutions that will make
life easier and better for
all Ugandans as the body
promotes Voluntary Tax
compliance.
The Tax body assures
taxpayers of a continued
and sustainable
commitment to enabling
businesses thrive. In light
of this, when COVID-19 hit,
several businesses were
not able to meet their
tax obligation and URA
responded to supporting
businesses during and
post COVID as highlighted

below.
URA extended filing
of monthly returns
promotional activities
to encourage tax
compliance amidst the
pandemic. This provision
has been extended in
respect to VAT, PAYE,
LED, WHT and Taxes
under Lottery and Gaming
returns. On 8th March
2020, the provisions were
extended to taxpayers
due to file returns by
15th April 2020, but were
unable to file. They were
granted 15 more days to
file on 30th April, 2020.
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In addition, for those who
failed to file their February
2020 returns by 15th March
2020 and were liable to
late payment penalties,
these penalties were
waived, provided their
February returns came
in by 31st March 2020. On
8th May 2020 provision
was further given to
returns due for April, with
the filing date extended
from 15th May 2020 to 30th
May 2020. Penalties and
interest remitted for late
filing if returned are filed
by extended date. This
was to ease burden on
taxpayers and limit the
transmission risk between
parties where digital
channels are limited or
nonexistent. These dates
will be extended as the
COVID -19 situation is
observed.
The filing of annual
returns promotional
activities was extended
to encourage tax
compliance amidst the
pandemic. All tax payers
whose accounting date
is in September 2019
and were due to file their
Corporation Tax returns by
31st March 2020 but were
unable to, were granted a
two (2) months amnesty.
The new proposed date
for filling was May 31st
2020. Penalties and
interest remitted for late
filing if returns are filed
52
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The Commissioner General URA John Musinguzi Rujoki handing
over gifts to the Director NALI, Brigadier David Kasura after
training URA staff at Kyankwazi

by extended date. This
was to ease burden on
taxpayers and limit the
transmission risk between
parties where digital
channels are limited or
nonexistent.
Provision extended to
taxpayers to pay tax
under the installment
arrangement. URA
communicated on the
25th March 2020, allowing
taxpayers to reschedule
their payments. On 8th
May 2020, taxpayers that
had restructured their
payments to resume
in May 2020 and were
unable to meet their
obligations during the
period, had an option to
further reschedule the
payments to resume in
June 2020. This was on a

case by case basis.
URA opened up
warehousing of all
warehouse able goods
for a period not more
than six months to give
the owners enough time
to mobilize money to pay
taxes. Items that were
not warehousable before
included; sugar, rice,
foodstuffs, garments and
textiles etc. These goods
exclude perishables.
URA has suspended
auctioning of goods
that have exceeded the
warehousing mandatory
period. This is because
URA is aware of the
setbacks that COVID-19
has caused.
URA negotiated with
Kenya Ports Authority

for a grace period for
free cargo clearance of
Ugandan bound cargo.
The free storage period
has been moved from
9 to 14 days effective
Monday 18th May 2020.
There was an
enhancement of more
flexible and convenient
payment methods to the
taxpayer. These include
the traditional direct bank
transfers and deposits,
Visa, mobile money,
Payway , ask URA App
etc. These allow the
taxpayer at all levels
of income to make any
payments using the most
convenient method at any
time and place.
The Withholding tax
exemptions process
was automated so that
beneficiaries apply online.
Its validity was extended
to one year instead of
6 months to make it
easier for the taxpayer to
carry out business with
certainty.
Automation of the Tax
Clearance Certificate
(TCC) application to make
its issuance faster and
its validity was extended
to one year so that the
taxpayer does not have
to apply for it every time
they have a contract.
Women cross border
trade was enhanced

through provision of
storage facilities at all
border stations and
organizing them into
groups where they are
able to lobby for funding.
Experts are also training
them on skills for startup
of business and access to
funds.
Government has
remitted Customs Duty
to zero % on inputs to
manufacture essential
medical products and
supplies including masks,
sanitizers, coveralls, face
shields and ventilators for
one year.
Government has granted
duty remission as
specified to the Uganda
list of all industrial inputs
and raw materials for
manufacture of goods
to help manufacturers
in the quest to boost
production of the
manufactured products
in line with government
policy on industrialization.
Examples are packaging
for medicaments, paper
packs for manufacture of
juice and milk, paper for
exercise books etc.
On 25th March 2020 URA
issued a Public Notice 1
advising that the due date
for filing value added tax
(VAT), withholding (WHT),
pay as you earn (PAYE)
and Local Excise Duty
(LED) returns which were

due by 15th April 2020 was
extended to 30th April
2020 for taxpayers who
were unable to meet their
filing obligations on time.
The Public Notice also
advised that taxpayers
who had entered
into Memoranda of
Understanding with URA
to make payments in
March and April 2020
under the debt collection
procedure could defer the
payment to May 2020.
The Public Notice also
encouraged taxpayers
to take advantage of the
Voluntary Disclosure
mechanism which had
been introduced in
July 2019. Under this
mechanism, a taxpayer
who voluntarily discloses
their noncompliance is
only liable to pay the
principal sum due with
all interest and penalties
waived.
Subsequently, on 8th May
2020, URA issued another
Public Notice advising
that the due date for filing
VAT, WHT, PAYE and LED
returns which were due
by 15th April 2020 and
15th May 2020 had been
extended to 31st May
2020.
The tax incentive regime
for local investors in
Uganda which includes
a 10-year income tax
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Small Scale traders of Kikuubo also benefited from URA’s interventions

exemption, as well as
exemption from VAT,
excise duty and stamp
duty was amended in
2020 to provide for a
lowering of the qualifying
investment capital for
citizens from to USD
1,000,000 to USD 300,000
when the investment
is in Kampala or 50km
from the boundaries
of Kampala and USD
150,000 when the
investment is made
upcountry. This was
done to encourage and
support local investment
in key sectors such as
processing agricultural
goods, manufacture
of pharmaceuticals,
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assembly of medical
appliances and
establishing vocational or
technical institutes among
others.
There was VAT exemption
for key COVID-19
related items such as
disposable medical face
masks and fabric masks,
medical boots, medical
aprons, surgical caps,
protective goggles,
infra-red thermometers,
disinfectants or sanitisers,
motorized fumigation
pumps, oxygen cylinders,
body bags and so on.
The inputs required for
the manufacture of these
items are also exempted
from VAT.

Stamp Duty chargeable
on the following loan
related instruments such
as debentures, equitable
mortgages, and further
charges which was
previously 0.5% of the
amount being borrowed
was made NIL. This was
to encourage and support
access to credit.
The presumptive tax
regime was overhauled
lowering the tax to be
paid for each band and to
introduce a preferential
regime for taxpayers with
records. This arrangement
is a customised
arrangement for small
businesses to improve
compliance.

Investment in the Energy Sector Spurs
Industrialisation in Uganda

President Museveni tours the Karuma Hydro Power Dam Project
By David Muwonge
In 2019, the African
continent had more than
580 million people without
electricity access, with
that number expected
to grow to 660 million
people by 2030 - reports
International Energy
Agency.
Uganda, dating back
to the early 2000s, was
largely living in the dark,

with load shedding a
custom to households.
Families planned out
their electricity usage
in tandem with the
blackout schedule. The
load shedding calendar
was untold but known,
hovering beneath the
electricity-rationing cloud
of equal access to all.
Electricity was then, an
item of the privileged few

due to limited supply.
According to reports, in
the FY1986/87, Uganda
had a hydro-electricity
generation capacity of 150
megawatts (MW) from
Nalubaale Power Station
formerly known as Owen
Falls Dam, and only 60MW
was being produced.
However, as times
have gone by, starting
in the year, 2005 the
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Government of Uganda
has since steadily but
surely invested in the
energy sector. Taking up
several interventions that
include; the unbundling
of the Uganda Electricity
Board (UEB).
2001 saw the restructure
of state-owned Uganda
Electricity Board (UEB),
into three distinct entities,
Uganda Electricity
Generation Company
Limited (UEGCL), Uganda
Electricity Transmission
Company Limited (UETCL),
and Uganda Electricity
Distribution Company
Limited (UEDCL) in
charge of the generation,
distribution, and
transmission of electricity,
respectively. With a new
sector regulator, Electricity
Regulatory Authority (ERA)
all drawing their mandates
from the Electricity Act,
1999.
In addition, private
players like, UMEME for
electricity distribution,
ESKOM to operate
and maintain Kiira and
Nalubaale hydropower
complex, West Nile Rural
Electrification Company
(WENRECO) among other
players came on board
to boost the sector. This
brought forth efficiency,
improvement in the quality
of electricity supply,
attracted private capital
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Karuma Hydroelectric Power Station

and entrepreneurs, a
far-reaching drop in
energy losses suffered
earlier, thus saving the
Government of Uganda
revenue.
“Ever since we took over
from Uganda Electricity
Board, we have registered
tremendous progress
across all the growth
metrics. Customers
have increased from the
290,000 we inherited in
2005 to over 1,600,000
today,” said Selestino
Babungi, Managing
Director of UMEME.
“We have brought down

energy losses from 38% in
2005 to 16.4% today and
have invested heavily on
the network”.
Construction of hydro-

We have
brought
down energy
losses from
38% in 2005
to 16.4%
today and
have invested
heavily on the
network.

only four districts,
Kaabong, Karenga, Kotido,
and Buvuma, out of 135,
are yet to be connected,
according to the National
Resistance Movement
(NRM) 2021-2026
Manifesto.
“Since we launched
the free Electricity
Connections Policy in
November 2018, 277,500
rural households have
been connected with a
target to connect 300,000
rural households annually,”
Hon. Kasaija said.

power dams such as
Agago-Achwa II (42MW),
Nyagak III (6.6MW), Muzizi
(48MW), the recently
commissioned Isimba
Dam (183MW), Kyambura
(76 MW), and with the
overall progress of Karuma
(600MW) standing at
98%, and expected to
be commissioned in
2022, upon completion.
Uganda’s generation
capacity will soon stand
at 1,868MW. According
to UEGCL’s Annual Report
2020, Dr. Eng. Harrison E.
Mutikanga, CEO – UEGCL,
highlighted that UEGCL is
aspiring for an energy mix
given Uganda’s demand
growth projections.

The development
of power plants has
amplified the generation
capacity, thus increasing
access to electricity
in the countryside. For
instance, under the Rural
Electrification Government
of Uganda initiative,
“14,820 kilometers
of medium-voltage
power lines and 10,280
kilometers of low voltage
distribution power lines
have been constructed,”
Hon. Matia Kasaija, the
Minister of Finance
Planning Economic
Development, disclosed
during the FY 2020/21
budget speech.
It is of no wonder today,

The Electricity Connection
Policy (ECP) policy aims
to address the challenge
of low connection rates
and achieve a 60% level
of access to electricity for
Uganda by 2027.
According to the Uganda
Bureau of Statistics
Baseline Survey of 2019,
access to electricity has
improved from 20% (on
grid) in 2015/16 to 51% (on
and off-grid) in 2019/20.
The 51% comprises 24%
access to the national
grid and 27% access
through off-grid (through
mini-grids, solar home
systems), which is in
line with the National
Development Plan III (NDP
III).
“Access to electricity is
not an end in itself, but
constitutes an important
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tool for development
when we consider its
linkages to agriculture,
education, and
health,” said Abu-baker
S. Wandera of United
Nations Development
Program - Uganda, as
quoted by Zachary Ezor
in “Power to the People:
Rural Electrification in
Uganda.”
Therefore, access to
electricity is not a means
to an end but a catalyst
to other development
drivers. For instance, food
security, gender equality,
education - schools can
operate around the clock
enabling students to
study and research at their
convenience. Electricity
facilitates the practice of
modernized healthcare
as that of the separation
of conjoined twins by Dr.
Joseph Epodoi and his
team at Soroti Regional
Referral Hospital and
with access to electricity.
Traders can put in more
work hours, visible in
the sprouting of urban
centers, littered with
salons, garages, welding/
metal workshops, furniture
stores, hospitality and
recreational spaces.
Furthermore, with the
world continuously
digitizing, increased
generation of stable
and reliable electricity is
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fundamental for the daily
running of facilities, such
as the Uganda Police
CCTV data centre, to
operate seamlessly.
The socio-economic
development has
also progressed the
commissioning of
industrial parks around
the country, subsequently
widening the window
of opportunity for youth
employment. Data from
Uganda Investment
Authority (UIA) shows that
about 50,000 industrial
jobs have been created
since 2008 and more are
expected as development
goes on.
Despite the country
having surplus electricity
generated, the total
demand that includes
exports as of June 2020
was at 680MW, providing
an excess of close to
1,160MW, due to shortfalls
in distribution of energy
across the country. There
is still a need to deal with
the challenges of energy
poverty, a major obstacle
to development, and
meet the Sustainable
Development Goal
7 – ensuring access
to affordable, reliable,
sustainable, and modern
energy for all by 2030. The
government, has come up
with ways forward such as;
• To reduce the cost of

power, particularly for
manufacturers to 5 cents
of US$ (Ush185) per unit
from the present 8.7
cents of US$ (Ush321),
• Increase access and
utilization of electricity
by continuing with
electrifying subcounties, expanding
the transmission
network to key growth
economic zones, and
free connections to
households,
• Expanding and
rehabilitating the
distribution network in
rural and hard-to-reach
areas, and
• Increase transmission
capacity from 2,354km
to 4,354km of hightransmission lines
With the decisive and
strategic energy policies
the government has put
in place so far, without
a doubt, Uganda is on
course to achieve its
Vision 2040 target to
generate 41,738 MW. Thus
increasing its electricity
consumption per capita
to 3,668 kWh, and scaling
up access to the national
grid to 80%. The progress
will catapult the industry
and service sectors as
key economic drivers
to the transformation of
Uganda from a peasant
to a prosperous middleincome society.

Development of the Transport Sector has
Eased Access to Social Services in Uganda

MV Sigulu connects the islanders of Sigulu and Dolwe to Namayingo Mainland

By Carolyne Muyama
In the next five years, the
NRM Government has
plans to further develop
the transport infrastructure
through an integrated
approach taking care of
road, railway, water and
air transport to reduce the
cost of both passenger
and cargo transport.
A steadfast transport
infrastructure is very vital
for a landlocked country
like Uganda. An efficient
transport system plays
a big role in facilitating
domestic, regional, and
international connectivity
in support of development

and competitiveness. The
road transport network is
the overriding transport
mode in terms of the
scale of infrastructure in
Uganda.
Uganda has a total
road network of about
159,366km comprising
20,854km (13%) national
roads; 38,603km (24%)
district roads; 19,959km
(13%) urban roads
and 79,947km (50%)
community access
roads. By the end of
2021, the Government
has tarmacked a total of
5,500km of national roads
and rehabilitated the old
1,000km.

In the past five years
(2016-2021), the paved
road network has
continued to increase
and today it is possible
for one to move on firstclass tarmac roads to
regional centers, district
headquarters, and borders
with neighboring countries
of Kenya, Rwanda,
Tanzania, South Sudan,
and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
Between 2016 and
2021 1,162km has been
added bringing the total
kilometers of tarmacked
roads to 5,500km. The
roads that constitute
those kilometers are:
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Atiak-Nimule (35km), Ishaka-Kagamba
(35.4km), Ntungamo-Mirama Hills (37km),
Moroto-Nakapiripirit (114km), KampalaEntebbe Expressway/Munyonyo (51km)
Mpigi-Kanoni (65km), Mukono-KyetumeKatosi/Nyenga (74km), Mbarara Bypass
(14.5km), Kazo-Ibanda-Kamwenge (
75km), Kamwenge-Fort Portal (65km),
Iganga-Kaliro ( 32km), Soroti-KatakwiMoroto (150km), Lumino-Musita-BusiaMajanji (104km), Kashenyi-Mitooma
(11km), Kitanda-Bigasa-GombaSembabule (11km), Acholi Bur-KitgumMusingo (86.4km), Gulu-Acholi Bur
(70.3km), Nyakabande-Mutolere ( 5km),
Nyakabande-Muganzi (7km), RushereNshwerenkye 11km, and Vurra-Oraba
(9.4km).
In order to keep the existing roads in
good condition, a total of 449.2km was
rehabilitated or reconstructed. These
include: Kafu-Kiryandongo-Kamdini
(43km), Kyenjojo-Fort Portal (50km),
Nansana-Busunju (47km), Mbale-SironkoKapchorwa and Mbale town roads
(66.2km), Katunguru-Kasese (40km), LiraCorner Kamdini 49km, Mukono-KayungaNjeru (94km), Katunguru-Hima-Fort Portal
(60km).
A total of 1,375km is under construction.
The roads making up the 1,375km are
Tirinyi-Pallisa-Kumi, Kumi-MukongoroPallisa (111km), Kigumba-Bulima (69km),
Bulima-Hoima-Kabwoya (66km), KyenjojoKabwoya (100km), Mubende-KakumiroKagadi (107km), Kapchorwa-Suam
(77km), Rukungiri-Kihihi-Ishasha-Kanungu
(79km), Muyembe-Nakapiripirit (92km),
Kampala Northern By-Pass (18km),
Masaka-Bukakata (43km), Mbale-BubuloLwakhakha (45km), Kitala-Gerenge
(10km), Busega-Mpigi Expressway
(24km), Masindi-Park Junction, Tangi
Junction- Para-Buliisa (159km), HoimaButiaba-Wanseko (111km), Buhimba60
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The recently completed Musita-Lumino-BusiaMajanji road. This road provides a connection
to Namayingo town which is a few minutes to
Watega landing site.

Nalweyo-Bulamagi-Igayaza-Kakumiro
(93km), Masindi-Biiso, Hohwa-NyairongoKyarusheesa-Butole and KabaleKiziranfumbi (106km) and Atiak-Adjumani(65km).
The new roads to be constructed
under procurement and funds already
available comprises Seeta-KyaliwajjalaMatugga-Wakiso-BulobaNsangi,(32km),
Najanankumbi-Busabala (11km),KibuyeBusega (10km), Luwero-Butalangu
(29.6km), Butalangu-Kapeeka-Kituma
(60km), Rwenkunye-Apac (91km),
Apac-Lira-Puranga (100km), LusaliraNkonge-Lumegere-Sembabule (97km),
Karugutu-Ntoroko (50.3km), KabwoyaBuhuuka (43km), Kabale-L Bunyonyi-

Biliafe-Otrevu road, Ayugi
Bridge on Atiak-AdjumaniMoyo-Yumbe-Manibe
road, Wariki Bridge on
Logiri-Bondo road, Ceri,
Aditi, and Opio Bridges on
Pakele-Pabbo road. These
bridges are substantially
complete and open
to traffic according to
Uganda National Roads
Authority 2021 National
bridge status report.

Kabeho (15.1km), KisoroMgahinga National Park
headquarters (14km),
Kisoro-Nkuringo-RubugiriMuko (72km), LaropiMoyo-Afoji (37.3km),
Koboko-Yumbe-Moyo
(105km), NamagumbaBudadiri-Nalugugu
(33km), Tororo-Busia
(25km) and Katuna - Muko
- Kamuganguzi (104km).
These will total up to
929.3km.

construction is planned
for 2023. Key among the
roads to be constructed
are Misindye-Kabimbiri
-Zirobwe-WobulenziKapeeka (138km), KisubiNakawuka-Natete/
Nakawuka-KasanjeMpigi/Nakawuka–
MawuguluNanziga-Maya/
Kasanje-Buwaya (71km),
Dokolo-Ochero-Namasale
(88km) and MbaleNkokonjeru (21km).

Construction for the
roads under procurement
will commence once
procurement is completed
and their completion is
expected in 2022. When
the above roads are
done, more new road

Government has also
prioritized the construction
of bridges which include
Kamolo Bridge along
Soroti-Katakwi-Akisim
Road, Isimba Bridge along
Kamuli- Kayunga road,
Odroo Bridge on Arua-

The number of ferries
has increased from 6 in
2009 to 12 ferries in 2021
across several main water
bodies. The latest new
ones are MV Sigulu and
Kiyindi-Buvuma which
were commissioned in
July and December 2020
respectively. The water
bodies are an extension of
the road network hence
ferry services are free
of charge to the general
public.
The other 10 ferries
include MV Nakiwogo
(Entebbe municipality
-Kyanvubu Wakiso
district), MV Mbulamuti
(Kasana Kayunga
district to Bugobero
Kamuli district), MV
Masindi (Kiryandongo to
KunguApac district), MV
Albert Nile, MV Obongi,
and MV Kyoga 1 and
2 (NamasaleAmolatar
district to Zengebe
Nakasongola district),
Laropi (Moyo district to
Umi Adjumani district),
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Kiyindi(Buikwe district
to Buvuma district ),
Wanseko (Buliisa district
to PanyimurNebbi district),
Obongi (Moyo district to
Sinyanya Adjumani district
and lastly Lake Bisina
(Okokorio Katakwi district
to Agule Kumi district).

the rehabilitation of the
railway line including the
Tororo-Gulu link (375km),
Gulu–Pakwach (134km),
Kampala-Kasese (333km)
and Jinja-MbulamutiBusembatia (146km).

There are plans to
develop the Standard
Gauge Railway (SGR)
MV Sigulu is a 300-seater
under the auspices of
and is Uganda’s largest
the Northern Corridor
passenger vessel so far
Integration Projects (NCIP)
according to Uganda
Protocol albeit the hiccups
National Roads Authority
affecting this project. The
(UNRA). It connects the
network being developed
islanders of Sigulu and
is a seamless regional
Dolwe to the Namayingo
railway project
mainland.
with the NCIP
... ferries
Ferries
partner states of
move
have
Kenya, Rwanda
in trips
provided
and South Sudan.
however,
safer, shorter
The railway
the number connections to will stretch
of trips
social services from Mombasa
made by
through Nairobi
and have
the ferry
to Kampala,
also boosted
differ
Kigali and Juba.
businesses by
depending
Construction
reducing the
on the
of Gulu Inland
transportation Container Depot
distance
between
time and cost
(ICD) began on
the landing of goods.
21stFebruary 2020
site that
to serve northern
they ply
Uganda, South
and dock.
Sudan And eastern DRC.
The ferries have provided
safer, shorter connections
to social services and
have also boosted
businesses by reducing
the transportation time
and cost of goods.
Restoration of the railway
transport is on course with
62
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Government revived the
national airline which
started operation in
August 2019. Four CRJ900
Bombardier and two
A330neo aircraft were
procured and all have
been delivered six in total.
The first two Bombardiers

were delivered on 23,
April, 2020 and the other
two were delivered same
year in October. The two
A330neos were delivered
in December 2020 and
February 21 respectively.
CRJ900 Bombardier is an
88-seater with 12 first class
seats and 76 economy
seats whereas Airbus A
330–800 is 258-seater with
20 business class seats,
28 premium seats and
210 economy seats. The
Airbus will operate in cities
like London, Guangzhou
and Mumbai upon getting
Air Operations License
(AOL) certificate from Civil
Aviation Authority.
Eight regional offices
have been established
-Mogadishu, Juba, Nairobi,
Dar es Salaam, Bujumbura,
Kilimanjaro, Mombasa and
Zanzibar. The first Airbus
aircraft A330-800 neo was
delivered in December
2020 and the second one
in February 2021
Entebbe International
Airport is being upgraded
is at 70.2% completion. The
construction of the second
international airport, the
Hoima International Airport
in Kabaale stands at 40%
completion rate. Phase
one of construction is
expected to be complete
by the end of this year
while total completion is
expected in 2023.

Government Has Made Strides IN
Uplifting Women In Uganda

Rt.Hon. Rebecca Alitwala Kadaga with the Government Chief Whip Hon Ruth-Nankabirwa

By Kevin Seguya
The NRM Government has
been deliberate in uplifting
the status of women
socially, economically
and politically through
several interventions. As
way back as 1981 when
President Yoweri Museveni
and his comrades
launched the liberation
struggle, they recognized
the importance and
contribution of women
in the struggle and

brought them on board
a norm they have kept
to-date. Uganda has
signed different global
conventions, included
articles on women
empowerment in the
Constitution, formulated
supporting policies and
programs all in support of
the rights of women.

dignity of the person with
men”, be supported to
reach their full potential,
be supported in their
maternal roles, have
equal opportunities in
political, economic and
social activities and have
affirmative action to
correct the imbalances
from the past.

The 1995 Constitution,
Article 33 provides
that “women shall be
accorded full and equal

To this end the
Parliamentary Elections
Act (2005) and the Local
Governments Act (1997)
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requires that 30% of seats
be reserved for women at
national and local levels
of decision making which
is strictly followed. The
Presidential Elections Act
(2000) also provides for
both women and men.
The Equal Opportunity
Commission Act (2007)
promotes elimination of
inequality and affirmative
action policies.

The Inter Parliamentary
Union in 2011, ranked
Uganda the 16th world
wide ahead of developed
and developing countries
in women representation
in Parliament at 35%.

The enrolment of women
in university increased
to almost 50% in some
universities. This can
be attributed to the
supporting education
The percentage of women
policies and the 1.5 points
in senior management
for affirmative action that
positions in public service
gives girls ahead start
is at 22%. Dr Speciaoza
at university entry level.
Wandera Kazibwe
Makerere
occupied the
University’s
highest public
Nakato
The Inter
office held
Parliamentary Zora and
by a woman
Union in 2011, Ayebare
in Uganda as
ranked Uganda Ruth who
Vice President
are the best
the 16th world
between 1994
performing
wide ahead of
and 2003.
students
developed and
Currently the
in the
developing
highest ranking
upcoming
countries
woman in
71st
in women
public service
graduation
representation
is the Speaker
in Parliament at ceremony
of Parliament
in May
35%
Rt.Hon. Rebecca
2021 goes
Alitwala
to show
Kadaga, who is third in
the competency and
line of authority in the
capability of the girl child
government. Other key
if guided, encouraged and
senior women offices
supported in what they
are, 13 of the 31 cabinet
choose to do.
ministers, 11 permanent
Government introduced
secretaries against 20
men responsible for
the Uganda Women
managing the use of
Entrepreneurship Program
public resources for
(UWEP) to improve access
government programs.
to financial services for
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women and equipping
them with skills for
enterprise growth, value
addition and marketing
for their products and
services. Government has
so far disbursed Shs 106b
billion to several groups
under the Uganda to get
more rural women start up
or build businesses.
Amidst enormous
challenges, government
has strived to improve
the health systems in
the country by bringing
health services nearer
to the people which
directly impacts women
since they are the ones
who take care of the
sick in their homes,
access to maternity
services and child birth.
Maternal mortality rate
has decreased from 687
deaths per 100,000 to
336 deaths per 100,000.
Infant mortality rate is
now at 43/1000 births.
Activists and other forces
criticize government of
this aspect but it is such a
tremendous achievement
given the enormous
needs of the country.
Government has several
interventions planned to
further reduce the death
of unborn babies, those
die and birth and the
mother who die in the
process of giving birth.

Tourism Sector Requires Special Stimulus
Packages to Recover from Covid-19 Shock

Nalubale Water Rafting

By Jossy Muhangi
The devastating impact
of Covid-19 pandemic
leading to strict
containment measures
such as closure of airports,
land borders and banning
huge crowds, hit the
tourism and travel sector
hardest only comparable
to cross-border trade. The
sector has experienced
a sharp drop in demand
for products and services,
a surge in job losses at
national, regional and
global level, putting many
SMEs at risk, according

to the Ministry of Tourism,
Wildlife and Antiquities
(MTWA).
A July 2020 survey by
MTWA estimated that
by June 2020, three
months into the lockdown
measures, 91.8% of the
tourism entities had
downsized their workforce
owing to the financial
hardships occasioned by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The survey indicated that
the average number of
workers employed in the
tourism industry drastically
dropped from 9 workers in

January to only 2 workers
per establishment by June
2020, reflecting a 74.4%
loss in jobs in the tourism
sector.
The situation worsened
to the extent that by
December 2020, financial
constraints prompted
several tourism entities to
lay off majority of workers,
citing inability to sustain
their wages. The tourism
ministry estimated that
7 out of 10 jobs have
been lost in the tourism
industry, 8 out of 10 hotel
businesses registered
SECURING YOUR FUTURE
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cancellations in bookings
448,996 hotel room
bookings were cancelled
between March and June
2020, while 9 out of 10 tour
businesses experienced
painful inevitable
cancellations of bookings.
In 2018, Tourism was
the number one foreign
exchange earner
generating over US$
1.6 billion in forex and
employing close to
700,000 men, women
and youth in Uganda.
Impact on tourist arrivals
The tourism ministry had
before the outbreak of
Covid-19, predicted the
number of international
visitors to Uganda to
increase to 1,663,568
visitors in 2020 from
1,402,409 recorded
in 2018. However, the
lockdown which froze
key economic activities
including border closure,
the sector is estimated to
have lost up to 1 million
foreign tourist arrivals by
end of December 2020,
translating into loss in
foreign exchange earnings
of up to US$ 1.06 billion
(UGX 3.91 trillion) in 2020.
Concerning the bookings
by domestic and foreign
tourists with either tour
operators or hotels, there
was a sharp decline for
tour and travel tourism
66
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between March and
December 2020. Before
COVID-19, each tourism
establishment would on
average register 152.7
and 113.9 bookings by
the end of December
2019 and February 2020
respectively. By end
of June 2020, tourist
bookings had declined
by 93% from the number
recorded at the end of
December 2019, indicates
the ministry records.
In respect to the
hotel business, the
accommodation sector
which undoubtedly
plays a significant role
in the development
of Uganda’s tourism
industry, boasting roughly
6,291 establishments
countrywide with about
97,511 rooms and
103,261 beds according
to Uganda Bureau of
Statistics Census of 2014,
was not spared. Results
from the ministry study
revealed that at least 8
in 10 accommodation
establishments registered
cancellation of bookings
between March 2020
and June 2020. A total
of 448,996 hotel room
bookings during the
period March 2020 until
30th June 2020 had been
cancelled, which caused
a loss of substantial
revenue amounting to

US$ 320.8 million (UGX
1.19 trillion). The loss was
directly attributable to the
outbreak of COVID-19.
Cancelled events
The pandemic significantly
hurt the growing segment
of the tourism sector
popularly known as MICEMeetings, Incentives,
Conferences and
Events/Exhibitions. The
industry was affected by
Government measures to
minimize importation of
Covid 19 by suspending
and cancelling all
international conventions
earlier earmarked to
be hosted in Uganda.
Among the prominent
events cancelled were
the UN G77 summit that
had been scheduled
from April 16-19, 2020 at
Speke Resort Munyonyo
with participants from 136
member states, the World
Health Summit Regional
Meeting scheduled for 27th
and 28th April 2020. Had
the two summits been
held, it would have been
the first time to be hosted
in Africa and would be a
major boost to Uganda’s
international image and
tourism sector. Another
popular annual event
inevitably put off was the
annual Uganda Martyr’s
Day on June 3rd, 2020
which is likely to miss out
again this year.

The United
Nations Tourism
World Tourism
Organisation
(UNWTO)
forecasts that it
will take five years
for the tourism
sector to recover
to the 2019 levels,
although there is
some optimism
that the rebound
time could be
shorter with the
roll out of mass
vaccination in
several countries.
Suggested
mitigation
and recovery
measures
In both the
National
Development Plan
II (NDP II) and NDP
III, tourism stands
out as a key
priority sector for
socio-economic
transformation.
In preparing for
tourism recovery
and in line
with the third
National Tourism
Development
Plan, the
responsible
ministry must
more than
before scale
up promotion
of domestic
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and inbound tourism
to minimize over
dependence on foreign
visitors, diversify tourism
products to stop over
relying on nature tourism,
increase the stock
and quality of tourism
infrastructure such
as tourism roads and
developing capacity for
the tourism actors across
all value chains as well as
quality assurance.
Considering that tourism
industry is public sector
led but driven by the
private sector, the tour
operators, travel agents,
hotel owners, arts and
crafts dealers need
stimulus packages
and reliefs for gradual
recovery from the shocks.
The interventions can
include and not be limited
to the following;
Financial relief for both
government and private
organizations in the area
of tourism development
to help them solve their
liquidity gaps in various
operations, maintaining
infrastructure and the
labour force. It is not in
dispute that the Covid-19
containment measures
establishing SOPs have
pushed the operations
up and businesses have
to adjust their facilities
to accommodate the
new demands including
68
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spacing, sanitation and
workers operating in
shifts.
Providing Tax and fees
Waivers: Government
needs to consider waivers
on the several taxes and
fees paid by the operators
such as NSSF payments,
property rights taxes,
VAT, Payee, Income Tax,
Trading License fees,
hotel tax, among others.
Tax holidays and subsidies
could be considered for at
least one year to enable
the actors recover from
the economic shocks.
Government needs to
consider implementing
monetary mechanisms
to help the tourism
industry players deal
with outstanding bank
loans such as extensions
of repayment periods,
reducing the Central
Bank Rate (CBR) to avail
them access to affordable
credit capital and more
specifically establishment
of a tourism investment
fund.
Like the ministry survey
indicated, Government
can make a deliberate
effort in the short term
to set up a Tourism and
Hospitality facility in
Uganda Development
Bank (UDB) to extend
soft loans to hotels
and tour companies.

Such loans will boost
the recovery process
of the tourism business
firms in operations
and staff welfare, build
the resilience of the
companies to financial
shocks.
On the other hand, the
private sector ought to
adopt flexible booking
and cancellation policies
to enable visitors
rescheduling their itinerary
to suit the Covid-19
SOPs and demands.
Uganda Tourism Board
should intensify Uganda’s
brand presence in key
source countries in
North America, Canada,
Germanic countries plus
the UK to prepare for
the post Covid recovery
boom.
In conclusion, there is still
optimism that tourism
sector has potential to
recover fast to the preCovid-19 pandemic
levels if the private
sector is deliberately
supported with relief
and stimulus packages,
intensified marketing
efforts, diversification
of tourism attractions
and services, improved
quality and quantity of
tourism infrastructure
and attractive innovative
packages to stimulate
domestic tourism.

Uganda Airlines a Boost to Tourism
By Kitunzi Moses

As we swear in and
celebrate a new term,
we take a stock of
the NRM promises
made to the people
during the previous
term of 2016-2021. The
promises made were;
strengthening security,
good governance and
democracy, consolidating
growth, employment and
macro-economic stability;
agriculture, industry,
tourism and human
capital development;
health,

infrastructure
development for
competitiveness, trade,
sustainable harnessing
of natural resources,
public and private sector
institutional development,
and international and
regional cooperation.
To achieve infrastructure
development for
competitiveness and
tourism, Government
was to undertake the
expansion of Entebbe
International Airport
and revive the Uganda
Airlines, the national
carrier to facilitate the
development of Entebbe
International Airport into a
hub.
The opportunities
foreseen to justify the
revival of the national
carrier involved facilitation
of tourism through
offering to and fro
source markets abroad,
stimulating economic
growth and
revenue

towards government;
promotion of export by
facilitating better access
of goods to international
markets and generation
of foreign exchange
hence reducing the trade
deficit.
According to Civil Aviation
Authority CAA, the air
passenger traffic has
been and is on an upward
trend. By 2014 Entebbe
International Airport had
annual passenger traffic
of more than 1.5 million
passengers, with an
annual growth rate of
11.3 % from the previous
3 years. 98% of these are
international travelers
whose main destination is
Kenya, and it is Kenya for
a simple reason, because
of the Kenya Airways Hub
at the Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport. This
attracts passengers to
and
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from Uganda connecting
to the rest of the world,
and therefore the need
to cease the opportunity
into regional and
intercontinental flights
business.
In the year 2018 cabinet
chose to revive the
national carrier, with a
plan of purchasing 6
aircrafts. Government
committed $ 70 million
(approximately UGX
26.3 billion) and the
balance required of $ 330
million (approximately
UGX 1.24 trillion) was to
be borrowed. With the
funding available, in 2019
Uganda got her first two
CRJ 900 Bombardier
76-seater airplanes out
of the four which were
ordered in 2018. The
aircraft were branded
with the Uganda Flag
and Crested Crane at
the tail of the plane. The
two aircraft received
Air Operations License
(AOL) certificate from Civil
Aviation Authority, running
under the Brand name of
Uganda Airlines. The fleet
of the CRJ Bombadier
stands at 4 aircrafts. The
new Bombardiers operate
regional routes namely
Nairobi, Dar es Salam,
Bujumbura, Mombasa,
Juba, Zanzibar, Kinshasa,
Kilimanjaro, and their
70
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plans to start flying to
Lusaka.
On December 21, 2020,
Uganda received one
of her first 258 Airbus
A330neo-seater to
service long-haul flights,
and another in February
2021. These will enable
inter-continental flights
hence having nonstop
flights destination to cities
like London Heathrow
International Airport in
the United Kingdom,
Dubai International
Airport in the United Arab
Emirates, Guangzhou
in China and Mumbai in
India. Uganda Airlines
will enjoy domination on
the Entebbe – London
Heathrow route resulting
from British Airways’
decision to suspend
flights on the route in
2014.
Uganda Airlines hopes
to cash-in on tourism
and trade opportunities
in Europe, Asia, and the
Middle East as well as
retain part of the US$400
million that the local
population spends on
foreign airlines to travel
abroad per annum.
Uganda’s tourism sector
is the biggest foreign
exchange earner, it earns
Uganda over $ 1.6 billion
an equivalent of UGX 5.8

trillion into the economy.
Thus, Uganda Airlines is
a blessing to the tourism
sector.
Information from the
tourism ministry indicates
that outside Africa, Europe
is the second region
to send in the largest
number of visitors (7.4%),
trailed by America (5.5%)
and Asia (5.1%) as of 2017.
Tourist arrivals from India
stood at 35,676 whereas
the UK at (33,564) and
China (16,842).
According to Lilly
Ajarova the Chief
Executive Officer, Uganda
Tourism Board (UTB)
the availability of direct
flights to Uganda aboard
the A330neo, will offer
increased operational
efficiency and superior
passenger comfort giving
destination Uganda a
competitive advantage.
A stronger Uganda
Airlines that flies to
more destinations within
Africa in addition to the
Middle East and Europe
is undoubtedly a strategic
national asset at the
right time she further
said. Which explains the
signing of a memorandum
of understanding with
Uganda Airlines, to
combine efforts to
promote the tourism

Entebbe International Airport

potential of Brand
Destination Uganda on
February 5, 2020.
Under the three-year
contract, Uganda
Airlines will, amid other
commitments, brand its
offices in various cities
and airports across
the world with Brand
Destination Uganda
messages in addition
to offering a platform
to promote Uganda on
some of the airline’s
platforms and assets such
as airplanes besides other
branded materials.
Likewise, UTB will,
through their respective
tourism promotional
campaigns and platforms

present Uganda
Airlines as the most
convenient way to travel
to Uganda. This will
be done through UTB
promotional materials,
online platforms, inclusive
of website, social media
platforms as well as
other multimedia and
experiential campaigns.
The link between UTB
and Uganda Airlines will
not only be a mutual
benefit for the two
institutions, but Uganda
as well. There will be
increased awareness
about the Brand
Destination Uganda all
over the world, and more
revenue, more foreign

exchange hence steady
progress in Securing your
Future.
The performance of
Uganda Airlines and
the tourism sector
may not be as rosy
for now, for obvious
reasons, the outbreak
COVID-19 pandemic,
hence worldwide travel
restrictions, closure of
international airports and
borders as significant
measures to control the
spread of the disease
coupled with the fear
to travel and interact,
crippled economies and
businesses worldwide,
and Uganda was no
exception.
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NRM Government is Committed to
Reducing Youth Unemployment

Rwenzori Region NRM Youth Leaders’ meeting

By Michael Woira

Uganda has one of the
youngest populations
in the world with over
72
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7,310,386 from the ages
of 15–24 years. A larger
percentage of these
youth are unemployed
or under employed.
In the past years the
NRM Government has
put in place several
interventions to help
the youth create or get
jobs and contribute to
development of the
economy.

Government invested
in the Youth Livelihood
Programme, targeting the
unemployed and poor
youth in the country. The
programme was launched
in the FY 2013/14 with
the main objective of
empowering the youth
to harness their social
economic potential and
increase self-employment
opportunities and income
levels.

First Lady, Hon. Janet Musveni, Minister for Education inspecting technical students.

Since inception of the
programme in 2013,
YLP has disbursed
Ushs167.579 Billion to
finance a total 0f 21,076
youth projects and this is
benefiting about 250,006
youth (46% of whom are
female) and these youth
have invested the funds in
several businesses.

The Youth Livelihood
Programme has had a
positive contribution of 4%
to job creation in Uganda.
This has been achieved
through the creation of
over 200,000 direct jobs
and 500,000 indirect
jobs through multiplier
effects at household and
community levels.

Majority of the projects
being financed under
the Youth Livelihood are
in the agriculture sector
(32%) and others are trade
(29%), services (23%),
and industry (6%) among
others. To-date, a total
of Ushs41.980Billion has
been recovered out of the
Ushs75.563Billion that is
due.

The Programme has
positively impacted on
the economy through
enhancing taxes,
formalization of business
and reducing on the
level of informality. The
percentage of youth with
businesses paying taxes
increased from 24.7% at
baseline to 29.1%.

For the past two decades,
government has
successfully implemented
a number of reforms in
the education sector.
As a result, many youth
have accessed basic
education but lacked
necessary skills required
by the labour market,
hence the revitalization of
the technical vocational
education and training
(TVET) system to address
the labour market needs.
Therefore in 2012,
the Skilling Uganda
Programme was
initiated with a purpose
of representing a
paradigm shift for skills
development, enhancing
productivity and growth
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with a main purpose of
creating employable
skills and competencies
relevant in the labour
market. To implement this
government renovated 25
technical institutions and
constructed new ones in
Namataba, Lwengo and
Namutumba.
In relation to the above,
Government secured
funding to establish
centres of excellence in
technical colleges; Lira,
Elgon, Bushenyi and
Bukalasa Agricultural
College and the fisheries
institute.
The Presidential Skilling
the Girl Child Initiative was
set up to help the semiilliterate girls in Kampala
and surrounding areas
to get skills to start up
small businesses or get
jobs to survive. The girls
are trained in different
skills like baking, tailoring,
weaving, shoe-making
and hair-dressing and
are given startup capital
and equipment after
training. Some have gone
out and formed groups
and are working together
while others have found
employment. Since the
program was launched,
over 10,000 girls and
women have benefited
from it.
In August 2019, the
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president
launched the
Emyooga
Fund, an
initiative for
wealth and
job creation.
It is part of
government’s
continuous
strategies
to transform
68% of
homesteads in
Uganda from
subsistence
to marketA female mechanic working on a vehicle
oriented
at a workshop
production
and
... disbursed have got the
specifically
Emyooga
enable
a total of
Fund by end
unemployed
UGX184.9bn
of 2021.
youth to get some
to 5,955
funding to run their
The
Emyooga
startups.
mentioned
SACCOS
initiatives are
Government set
countrywide
alongside
aside over 260
several other
and over
billion for the
government
4.3 million
initiative and
programs
people have
560million was
aimed to help
allocated for each
benefited
Ugandans
constituency in the
get out of
country. According
poverty which
to Microfinance Support
the youth benefit from.
Centre, the project has
These are programs like
so far disbursed a total
the free education policy,
of UGX184.9bn to 5,955
several scholarships given
Emyooga SACCOS
to different categories of
countrywide and over
students, encouragement
4.3 million people have
of value addition to
benefited from the fund.
produce, industrialization
Expectations are that over
and infrastructure
10 million Ugandans will
development.

Presidential Skilling the Girl Child
Initiative Gives Unemployed Youth Hope
By J.R. Nanyonjo Mayega

President Yoweri
Museveni has been
passionate about
supporting and

empowering the girl
child to make positive
contributions to their
families and society. As
one of the interventions
the President launched
the Presidential Initiative
on Skilling the Girl Child
Project in 2017 to help
youthful girls get hands
on skills to enable them
create jobs and generate
wealth. The girls train
in tailoring, weaving,
embroidery, knitting, shoe

making, hair dressing,
bakery and confectionery
for a period of six months.
Initially, the project begun
with over 700 girl-trainees
at the two facilities in
Kampala (Wandegeya
Market and SubwayCrested Towers) targeting
girls between 16 to 20
years. Today, the initiative
has seven centres in
the country; Nakulabye,
Wandegeya, Katanga,
Ntinda, Mutundwe and

Beneficiaries of Skilling the Girl Child Initiative during one their practical classes
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Luzira with more than
17,300 beneficiaries
between 16-30 years of
age since its inception
and there are future
plans to expand the
initiative to other parts of
the country. Preference
is given to girls who
dropped out of school,
those who did not go the
school, those without jobs
and orphans generally
the most vulnerable in
society. Upon graduation,
beneficiaries are given
starter packs to set in
motion a business but
also join a savings group
(Uganda Empowered
Young Women’s SACCO)
to assist when it comes to
“Entandikwa”.
This initiative aims to
reduce unemployment
rates amongst women
and girls who are now
able to have businesses
and can even employ
others. Economic
empowerment that
comes from income
earned which improves
livelihoods of women and
their families and some
of them have gone ahead
to form workshops were
they have employed
others.
In families where
initially provision solely
depended on the man,
women are now also able
to chip and contribute
76

SECURING YOUR FUTURE

and for single mothers are
able to provide for their
children from this small
business.
Skills like tailoring, sewing
and embroidery can assist
in reducing importation
of second- hand clothes
and have Ugandans
adopt using locally
manufactured clothes
after all importation
floods the market and
doesn’t leave room for the
Ugandans to grow their
businesses. This supports
the Buy Uganda Build
Uganda policy under the
Ministry of Trade.
We have seen other
initiatives take shape
like Uganda Women
Entrepreneurship
Programme (UWEP) of
2016 that aids access to
financial services and
skills for entrepreneurship
growth, value addition
and marketing of goods
and services. More
than 120,000 with over
10,000 projects women
in Uganda have been
funded at a repayment
rate of 80% as of 2018. The
programme is deliberate
to empower Ugandan
women for economic
development. Initially,
women faced constraints
like access to financing,
insubstantial information,
deficient education
and if these challenges

were not addressed,
NRM’s efforts towards
gender equality, human
resource productivity and
competitiveness were
likely to be diminished.
UWEP seeks to address
the situation by enhancing
the productive level of
women in order to boast
economic growth and
wealth creation at the
household level and can
be achieved through skills
strengthening, increased
access to affordable
credit and markets as well
as improved technology.
The President’s new
term reaffirms our
confidence in furthering
the advancement of
these initiatives, other
related projects and those
to come. What a joy it
would be to see other
centres throughout the
country equipping as
many women and girls
as possible, increasing
funding to women around
the country as these
projects come highly
recommended because
Ugandans are embracing
skills and artisan culture.
We encourage more
women and girls to
embrace and utilize such
Government initiatives
during this term and
beyond because at the
end of the day, when you
skill the girl-child you are
skilling the nation.

How COVID-19 Pandemic Set a New Trend

President Yoweri Museveni receiving the COVID-19 Vaccine

By Catherine Namuddu

Originally, the Covid-19
pandemic started as
a strange and foreign
disease in the Wuhan
Province of China,
according to the World
Health Organization.
However, what to many
Ugandans seemed
foreign, shockingly
became a tale to tell and
live with 2020; which

many had a few months
ushered in and celebrated
to be ‘theirs;’ a notion their
pastors normally assure
them. One assumes this
time their pastors were
wrong.
On 21st March 2020,
Uganda confirmed her
first Covid-19 case, being
a 36 year old, male
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President Yoweri Museveni flagging off vehicles for COVID -19 response activities

Ugandan national who
had arrived at Entebbe
International Airport from
Dubai. As soon as this was
confirmed, panic engulfed
both the public and
Government, upon which
they were forced to put
in place strict responses
to curb the pandemic.
Among these responses
included, closing down
institutions of learning,
imposing a country wide
lockdown that restricted
movements, shutdown
of businesses for about 4
months.
Subsequently, in June, the
lockdown was partially
eased to allow car
movements but still the
country was yet to come
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to terms with dealing/
living with the pandemic
as is the case now. With
the new way of living,
Ugandans had to come
up with new survival skills
during the lockdown
which has positively
helped on the “survival for
the fittest” norm.
At the time of worldwide
shutdown, all activities
and events that led to
congregation of more
than two people were
halted indefinitely, soccer
stadiums became empty,
churches turned to
online services, delivery
companies endorsed
the stay at home
campaign and electronic
transactions were

encouraged over cash
payments and E-learning
was highly encouraged.
In terms of education,
I asked my sister
Immaculate Nakabugo
who is in senior five how
Covid affected them at
school, she said Covid
disrupted the education
system, killed the syllabus
timeline and led to many
dropouts who couldn’t
wait for long to get back
to school, and that when
it came to online learning
some of her classmates
couldn’t afford because
of affordability of access
to internet. But now
schools were opened
and studies are moving
on smoothly regardless

medication and new
modern equipment.
On the positive side of
things, diseases like
diarrhea were on a
downward spiral due
to people following
Covid-19 SOPs like
washing hands. However,
many succumbed to
the Covid-19 pandemic
globally and may their
souls rest in eternal
peace.

of what happened,
and remember the
Government of Uganda
had at mid-lockdown
announced the need for
distribution of radios and
television sets for each
village within the country
upon which the same
could be utilized for long
distance learning and
help keep communication
between teachers and
their students/pupils.
That notwithstanding,
higher institutions of
learning early 2021
managed to open
by embracing open
distance learning through
zoom lectures and
classes, examinations;
for example, Makerere
University developed

the Makerere University
E-Learning Environment
(MUELE). This enables
interaction between
students and their
teachers over the
internet without physical
presence. This system
has been embraced
by other institutions
like Law Development
Centre, Uganda Christian
University, Kampala
International University
and many more
institutions.
In the Health Sector, Covid
led to reconstruction and
construction of many
facilities since there
was a lot of need for
space to treat patients,
many health centres
were equipped with

In Agriculture, many
farmers at first could
not access their farms
because of the lockdown
but were later rescued
by the president who
saw it better that they
keep in the farms
because Ugandans
had to eat, agriculture
gained a lot because all
produces had enough
market, plus government
bought produces from
local farmers to give
to Ugandans during
lockdown. Uganda being
an agricultural country,
the country did not need
to import food from other
countries we survived on
our products throughout
the lockdown.
In business and
corporate sector,
many people became
unemployed, factories
and other businesses
laid off workers and so
many people lost their
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jobs. However other
businesses redefined to
being online as people
work from home, the
pandemic introduced a
new trend of managing
businesses whereby
when the lockdown was
imposed, Uganda’s formal
and informal businesses
were casually conducted
by face-to-face
transactions between
workers, customers and
clients. However, the
norm has since changed;
for example, meetings
between stakeholders
are conducted via zoom
and it is reported by BBC
that the earnings of Zoom
maker have tripled in the
past few months.
To those who still
have jobs, the mode
of work has changed
since the outbreak of
the pandemic where
many organizations,
companies have resorted
to online services hence
introducing Ugandans to
new technology of labour
where assignments,
duties, projects or
commissions can be done
and finished without any
physical contact. Many
social apps like zoom,
Skype and WhatsApp
have been put to use
easing and fastening the
work of the employees
and the employers.
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Transportation especially
the public transport
system got disorganized
since it was not allowed
to be in operation and
many people had to
walk long distances
to their workplaces,
people who wanted to
go their villages also got
trouble that there was no
transport at all. Private
car owner got issued
when police officers
stopped them and it was
only essentials with a car
sticker that had access to
drive a car. Then later the
president started easing
transport slowly by slowly
until now transport is
stable however transport
fare costs are still high
since they reduced on the
number of passengers so
as observe the Covid-19
SOPs.
Furthermore, with online
businesses, the pandemic
led to an upsurge of
businesses for companies
like Glovo, Jumia and
Jumia Food, Safe Boda
and Uber, since there
was limited movement of
both private and public
transport, online business
short up with home
deliveries hence they
are now the prominent
delivery companies for
food and household
equipment. E-commerce
has thus been the way

to adopt throughout the
pandemic.
As of crimes, in the 2020
Annual Crime Report from
the IGP that was released
recently shows that crime
nationwide dropped by
8.9% in the volume of
crimes reported to police
from 215,224 cases in 2019
to 195,931 cases reported
in the year 2020. the time
limit curfew reduced on
the high rate of crimes
mostly committed at night
such as theft, robbery
among others. With no
question the time limit
curfew has maintained
peace, law and order in
the country.
One year after, Covid-19
has redefined the way
society functions from
the way we look at most
of the aspects in life,
Uganda is coping up with
living during a pandemic
in terms of work,
currency transactions,
creativity and e-learning.
Thus, Uganda now
has embarked on
developing technology
to accommodate this
development. And
lastly it should be noted
that this was never the
idea before Covid-19
pandemic, therefore we
thank the President H.E
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
for his timely response to
containing COVID-19.
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